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I. 

I AM THINE! 

Not henceforth my own, not the world's, but 
Thine, — Thine alone, Thine for ever. 

/ am Thine by right of creation. * * Thy hands 
have made me and fashioned me." Thy word 
hath called me into being ; Thy goodness haih 
given me life, and all that pertains to it ; Thou 
hast made me in Thine own image, capable by 
Thy grace of knowing Thee, of enjoying Thee 
for ever. 

/ am Thine, for Thy care hath preserved me. 
"By Thee have I been holden up ever since 
I was bom." AU the days of my infancy Thou 
wert nigh to guard me from danger. But for 
Thine upholding arm, again and again had life 
been forfeited. 

I am Thine by purchase. When Joseph, to 
save the lives of the Egyptians, had given them 
corn in exchange for their possessions, he said, 
— " Behold I have bought you this day and 
your land for Pharaoh." Jesus, to save our 
souls from death, has given His life. His most 
precious blood. Now He says, — "Behold I 
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have bought you this day for God. Ye are no 
longer your own property : ye aire bought with 
a price." 

I would ever recollect therefore this claim 
of purchase, by which I am afresh boimd by 
every tie of holy gratitude to live for God. 
The prisoner of war, redeemed by a costly 
ransom sent by his prince, would feel more 
than ever constrained faithfully, bravely to 
fight beneath his standard. Shall not I, re- 
deemed by blood from, the curse of the law, 
and the captivity of sin, spend my life to hon- 
our HiTTi who hath set me free ? 

/ am Thine, for Thy Spirit hath taken up 
His abode with me. When a man has made a 
house his dwelling place, he says, — "This is 
my dwelling : this is my house." Even so is it 
with me, if I be verily and indeed a Christian. 
My heart is no longer common property, it is 
no longer left for any guest who will to enter, 
it is the temple of tiie Holy Ghost. On this 
account, therefore, I belong to Thee, and not to 
myself. I own the truth Thou hast set before 
me by Thine Apostle: "What! know ye not 
that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye 
axe not your own ? " 

lam Thine by a solemn dedication to Thee in 
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holy baptism. Either when an infant, or during 
the time that has since elapsed, I have been thus 
Bet apart for Thy service. I have been signed 
with the sign of the cross, in token that here- 
after I should not be ashamed to confess the 
faith of Christ crucified. Even as Hannah dedi- 
cated Samuel to the Lord, so have I been given 
up to serve Thee as long as I live. 

/ am Thine by my own deliberate choice. 
Have I not upon my knees, under a sense of 
my deep necessity, and Thine abounding grace, 
yielded myself into Thy hands? StiU more 
am I pledged to be Thine if I have been con- 
firmed. In the presence of many witnesses I 
have uttered those solemn words **IDO." I 
have thus openly declared that I believe Thy 
promises made to me in .Christ, that I lean only 
upon the hope of Thy heavenly grace, that in 
the strength of this I give myseK for ever to 
be Thine. 

Thus I cannot hesitate to avow that I belong 
to Thee. I could not if I would. I would not 
if I could, for all my hope, all my happiness 
is bound up in my relation to Thee. 

What shall this relationship to Thee teach 
me ? What guiding shall it give me as to my 
daily life? 

I am Thine : then I must give Thee no divided 
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hearty no divided service, " Their lieart is divided, 
now shall they be found faulty : " " No man can 
serve two masters." " One is your Master, even 
Christ." I must remember this. There must 
be no wavering, no halting between two opin- 
ions. It must not be to-day for God, and to- 
morrow for the world. Bather must it be with 
me as with the Psahnist ; — " My heart is fixed, 

God, my heart is fixed, I will sing and give 
praise." 

I am Thine : then all that I have ie Thine also. 

1 am only in the position of a steward. What- 
ever I possess is only lent to me : I may not 
regard it as my own property, but as a talent, 
a gift to be employed for God. Life, health, 
home, gold and silver, land and houses, influ- 
ence over others, mental powers, — ^any or all of 
these, or whatever I have, I must lay out at 
interest, that when the Master comes He may 
receive His own with usury. 

I am Thine : then I must hear upon me the 
marks of Sim I serve. One of old could say, 
speaking of the stripes laid upon him, — "I 
bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus." 
The Hindoo bears upon his forehead the three 
vertical or horizontal marks which testify of 
the god he worships. Even so must it be 
with me. I must bear Thy mark upon me. I 
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must endeavour to let others see in me such 
truthfulness, such consistency, such godly sin- 
ceriiy, such holy boldness for Thy name, that 
they cannot doubt whose I am, and whom I 
serve. 

I am Thine : then I must not expect to have my 
own way, or choose my own path. Of course it is ' 
natural for me to avoid that which is painful or 
unpleasant, and to choose the easier course. 
" I wish to do this : " "I do not care to go 
here or there : " "I prefer such a way of spend- 
ing my time : " such I may have thought in 
time past reason enough for acting as I desired. 
But grace must alter all this. It must subdue 
the flesh and make me willing to choose the 
harder path, if it be more in accordance with 
the wiU of God. I must bear in mind that the 
very essence of all sin is putting my will in 
opposition to God's will. 

The old principle of evil suggests, — "Walk 
in the ways of thine heart, smd in the sight of 
thine eyes." The Spirit within suggests far 
otherwise : — ** I must crucify the flesh ; I must 
please God and not myself; I must consider not 
so much what I wish, as what God wishes for me. 
I must make it my aim not to gratify self, but to 
glorify Gk)d, to walk near to Him, to do His will 
on earth even as the angels do it in heaven." 
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The wisest will is God's own will ! 
Kest on this anchor, and be still ; 
For peace around thy path shall flow 
When only wishing here below 

What pleases God. 

I am Thine : then I must often renew my dedi- 
cation to Thee. Seasons occur from time to 
time when this is peculiarly requisite. When 
a birthday or a new year comes round, and 
reminds me of many years' long-suffering 
and patience that I have experienced at Thy 
hands, and reminds me also how impossible 
it is to foresee what another year of life will 
bring, what fresh trials may come, what new 
temptations may assault me; how right and 
wise is it that I should *'roll my way upon 
Thee," and commit myself wholly to Thy care. 

When some evil thing has ensnared me, 
when I have turned aside in heart after some 
earthly idol, when I have forgotten for a while 
the Eock of my Salvation, then I must turn 
again, and, in spite of aU, determine by Thy 
grace to be Thine still. 

Or, when I kneel at Thy table, remembering 
all Thy love, and all the benefits I have re- 
ceived through Thy salvation, then I must 
consecrate my life to Thee afresh, and with 
purpose of heart offer to Thee all I have. 
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I am Thine : then have I a claim upon Th/y 
earsy Thy grace, Thy protection, I might well 
doubt whether one so imworthy, so unprofitable 
a servant as I am, could have any claim upon 
Thee, in whose sight the very heavens are not 
clean. 

But the fact that Thou hast made me one of 
Thine, establishes a claim which Thou canst not 
refuse. Oumership has its duties as well as its 
privileges. A sovereign is bound to protect his 
subjects ; a shepherd, whose own the sheep are, 
like David of old, will protect the weakest of 
his flock. Thou, the King of saints, the Good 
Shepherd, will not fail to guard safely those 
that belong to Thee. I find infinite consolation 
in Thine own words as to this : — *' I pray for 
them : I pray not for the world, but for them 
which Thou hast given Me ; for they are Thine. 
And aU Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, 
and I am glorified in them." (John xvii. 9, 10.) 

Thine ownership of me, and that of Thy 
Father, assures me of everlasting preservation. 
I will therefore take this as my plea, even as 
did the sweet Psalmist of Israel, — "I am Thine: 
save me." I will throw myself upon Thy 
faithfulness, I will confide in Thine ownership 
of me; Thou wilt not cast away Thy jewels, 
Thou wilt not leave unprotected Thy sheep, 
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Thy subjects, Thy children ; therefore my hope 
can never be disappointed. " Whether we live, 
we live unto the Lord ; and whether we die, we 
die unto the Lord : whether we live therefore 
or die we are the Lord's." 

But can I say in very deed and truth " I am 
Thine"? Am I Christ's, or am I not? Let 
me search diligently, that I be not mistaken 
here. What do I know of the quickening, 
converting power of the Holy Ghost? What 
do I know of conviction of sin, and of the faith 
that worketh by love? Have I turned from 
sin and set my face heavenward ? Do I realize 
that I am no longer my own master, but the 
servant of Christ ? Have I cast off the spirit 
of proud independence which once I cherished ? 
Do I wish ever to be as a little child, looking 
upwards to my Heavenly Father as my Qxiide, 
Protector, and Provider? Do I seek whoUy 
to follow the Lord, and to lose my will in His ? 

If this be so, then have I the witness in 
myself that He hath called me out of this pre- 
sent evil world, and set me apart to be His for 
ever. But if it be otherwise, if I have been 
hitherto living only for myself, shall I not now 
hearken to the voice that bids me give myseK 
to God? Shall I not yield to that tender ex- 



I AM THINE. 13 

postulation, — "Wilt Thou not from this time 
cry unto Me, my Father, Thou art the Guide of 
my youth?" 

A lad in India, belonging to the thief caste, 
was tending buffaloes in the jimgle. At a 
Christian school he had previously leamt to 
read the Scriptures, and often when alone he 
would delight to read the New Testament which 
had been given to him. Especially did he find 
a pleasure in reading of God's love as set forth 
in St. John's Gospel. One day the thought 
crossed his mind, — *' What should I feel if this 
God of lovey whilst beholding with joy His own 
people^ were to turn to me with a frown, and hid 
me depart from His presence ? How could I endure 
to he cast away from the presence of so gracious a 
Being ?^^ Thus the goodness of God led him 
to repentance. He decided at once. He then 
knelt down and gave himself for ever to the 
Lord. 

My young reader, why should it not be thus 
with you ? Oh may the good Spirit draw you 
thus, and bind you fast in the chains of ever- 
lasting love. 
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Prayer. 

Defend, Lord, me Thy child, with Thy hea- 
venly grace, that I may continue Thine for 
ever; and daily increase in Thy Holy Spirit 
more and more, imtil I come into Thine ever- 
lasting kingdom. Amen. 

Thine for ever ! Grod of love, 
Hear us from Thy throne above ; 
' Thine for ever may we be, 
Here, and in eternity. 

Thine for ever I Lord of life 
Shield us through our earthly strife : — 
Thou, the Life, the Truth, the Way, 
Guide us to the realms of day. 

Thine for ever ! how blessed 
They who find in Thee their rest ! 
Saviour, Guardian, heavenly Friend, 
O defend us to the end. 

Thine for ever ! Saviour, keep 
These Thy frail and trembling sheep ; 
Safe alone beneath Thy care, 
Let us all Thy goodness share. 

Thine for ever I Thou our Guide, 
All our wants by Thee supplied, — 
All our sins by Thee forgiven. 
Lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven. 



n. 

BACKWARDS OE FOEWAEDS: 
WHICH? 

In the book of Euth a toucHng narrative is 
given of God's dealings with an Israelitish 
family. In a time of famine they leave their 
country and go into the land of Moab. During 
their sojourn there the husband and the two 
sons die, leaving only the widow Naomi, and 
Euth and Orpah, two young women of Moab, 
whom the sons had married. A strong affec- 
tion existed between Naomi and these two 
young women ; and when the former deter- 
mined to return back to Judaea, they proposed 
to accompany her thither. 

A little distance they journey on togethel*, 
and then Naomi exhorts them to return back. 
She reminds them that she has no other sons, 
and therefore it were far better for them to 
remain in Moab, as they may thus perchance 
find rest, each in the house of her husband. 

All weep together, but the daughters-in-law 
choose each a different path. 
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Orpali kisses Naomi, and leaves her. 8he 
had taken a few steps toward JudsBa, but now 
she goes back, and finally settles down in Moab. 
And we hear of her no more. Her future lot, 
it may be, was a prosperous one ; but we have 
no ground for thinking that she ever beeazne a 
servant of Jehovah. She lived, and most pro- 
bably died, an idolater. " She is joined to her 
idols, let her alone." 

But not so was it with Euth. Nothing could 
shake her steadfastness. She was willing to 
relinquish the companions of early days, and 
the gods whom before she had worshipped. 
She would take in their stead the people and 
the God of Naomi. Till death should part 
them, she would never forsake her mother-in- 
law. So Euth pressed forward. She never 
turned bax^k, she never looked back, but tra- 
velled happily along with Naomi. As centuries 
before it had been with Abraham, so was it now 
with Euth: she went forth "to go into the 
land of Canaan, and into the land of Canaan 
she came." 

' Nor did she ever regret her choice. Her 
fidelity was abundantly repaid. She became a 
mother in Israel. She became the ancestress 
of David, and of David's greater Son,— even 
that long-promised Messiah in whom all nations 
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are blessed. She took her place as one of the 
earliest of that noble company of Gentile be- 
lievers, who, with patriarchs and prophets, 
shall sit down in the kingdom of heaven. 

Let us learn the lessons which this narrative 
may teach ns. 

In Orpah we see much that reminds us of 
one turning backward from the road to Zion. 
It is not uncommon for a young person to take 
a few steps on the heavenward path, and yet 
never to go further. A great trial comes, a 
serious difOLculty stands in the path, and then 
the heart turns back and forsakes Christ. 

After such a season as Confirmation, exam- 
ples of this are too often found. After the 
restraint which a few weeks' preparation may 
have imposed, imless there be a true work of 
the Holy Spirit, it frequently occurs that young 
persons go back, with fresh zest, to a life of 
mere earthly pleasure and indulgence. The 
bow that has been bent is ready to burst the 
string, and fly back to its old position. Even 
so is it with those who may have felt for a while 
the importance of religion, but yet have not 
yielded themselves wholly to the Lord. 

In Orpah' s case there were two special reasons 
why she turned back. She could not consent to 
renounce ** her people, and her aodsJ^ The young 

bb 
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beginner in religion is much tempted in the 
same way. It is a heaTy cross thoroughly to 
give up some companion, some associations 
which yet stand in his way if he would follcw 
Ohrist. Still more difficult is it to take up a 
new position, to stand forth in a new character 
amongst such as have known him otherwise. 

To be willing to come out boldly on the 
Lord's side, not to be ashamed to be recognized 
as a follower of the Lamb, requires often no 
little self-denial, and no little grace. 
: Li most boarding schools it is an act of the 
truest heroism not to be led by the custom of 
the rest where it is wrong, and to refuse to say 
or do anything that is contrary to God's com- 
mand. 

Or, take a young person in a place of business, 
with some ten, twenty, or thirty others. If in 
such a position, you must expect many a shaft 
of ridicule to be aimed at you ; you must not 
be surprised if your words are misunderstood, 
your actions misinterpreted, your faults magni- 
fied, yea, your very good evil spoken of. If you 
are faithful, if you live godly in Christ Jesus, 
you will find that the reproach of the cross has 
not yet ceased. In some shape or other you will 
have to bear this burden for Him who bore the 
terrible burden of your sin. 
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But Orpah was unwilling likewise to give up 
the idols of Moab, — Baal, Ashtaroth, and the 
like. She preferred them to the thrice holy- 
Jehovah whom Naomi worshipped. With the 
young now, as with Orpah then, it is no easy 
thing to give up the idols which hitherto have 
reigned in the heart. Bear in mind that what- 
ever you love best, whatever eclipses the Sun 
of Bighteousness in your soul, whatever rules 
on the throne of the inner man, that is your 
idol, that is your god. With Lot's wife, it was 
the society of Sodom : with Balaam, it was 
Balak's silver and gold : with the young ruler ^ 
it was his " great possessions : " with the Phi- 
lippians, their " god wfus their belly ; '' with 
Demas it was ** this present evil world." 
. With you it may be one or other of these, or 
it may be something widely different. It may 
be a friend, a relation : it may be success in a 
law^ calling, or the comfort of your own 
happy fireside, or the praise of man, or some 
of the varied pleasures which the world offers. 
. But there is one idol more hard to part with 
«ven than these — ^I mean the great idol SELF. 
. Self, in its thousand shapes, is ever claiming 
the first place in our hearts. Self-love, self- 
will, self-wisdom, self-importance, self-right- 
fiousness, — ^all these are not easily cast out. 
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and rise again and again to re-aasert their 
power. 

Be assured, my young reader, that if any of 
these be uppermost, the day will most likely 
come that you will very plainly renounce that 
Saviour whom you profess to have chosen. 
Or if you should carry the name of Christiaii 
even ta the end, yet you are not Christ's. He 
reckons you not one of His. You have not 
chosen that good part which can never be taken 
from you. He hath said — "Whosoever he be 
of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he 
cannot be My disciple." That is, imless Christ 
be so preeminent in your affections, that you 
are willing to forsake all, even life itself, when 
it comes into competition with Him, you cannot 
be numbered amongst those who follow Him. 

Let me add also, that the outward token of 
affection will never be accepted in place of the 
engaged heart. Orpah kissed Naomi, and left 
her ; Joab kissed Amasa, calling him brother, 
and then smote him imder the fifth rib ; Judas 
kissed Christ, though he came to betray Him. 
Oh do not so act, do not so mock Christ. Do not 
give to Him merely your presence in His house, 
or at His table. Be not content with saying. 
Lord, Lord, — ^rendering to Him mere lip-ser- 
vice, uttering the solemn words "I do " when 
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afiked whether you purpose ta serve Christy 
whilst aU the time your heart is far from Him.i 
If there be the kiss, let it be that of real lovOy 
and not of cold profession. Let it be in the 
spirit of the woman named in Luke yii. of 
whom Christ said that she loved much. Lei^ 
it be the kiss of reverence and joyful adoration 
named in Psalm ii. — "Kiss the Son, lest He 
be angry, and ye perish from the way, when 
His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are 
all they that put their trust in Him." 

But we turn to Ruth. She gives a lesson of 
steadfastness, of perseverance. She goes for- 
ward and not backward. The current of her 
whole life is turned, and runs in a new direc- 
tion. She lives no longer as an idolater, but as 
a servant of the living God. She joins herself 
to the Lord and takes hold of His covenant. 

No doubt the first motive for her unswerving 
determination to go forth to Bethlehem, arose 
from her strong affection to Naomi : happy ia 
it when human affection is the link by which 
the heart of another is drawn to God ! 

But it is evident that Buth had other motives. 
Poubtless, she had often heard from Naomi 
how much God had done for His people, how. 
He had redeemed them from Egypt, led them 
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through the wilderness, and cast ont their 
enemies before them. She would often hearken 
whilst Naomi would tell of the power, and 
faithfulness, and mercy of JehovaJh, and of 
that glorious Messiah who should arise to wield 
the sceptre of David. Thus the heart of Buth 
was drawn from the people and idols of Moab 
to cleave to the people and the God of Israel. 
Boaz afterwards very beautifully commended 
the faith which, she thus exercised: — "The 
Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward 
be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under 
whose wings thou art come to trust. ^^ 

And for you, as for her, what portion could 
be more blessed than this — ^Israel's people, 
Israel's Saviour, Israel's God ? Is not such a 
choice the only wise one ? 

Who would not have a place amongst the 
Lord's people ? See the child of God in his day 
of prosperity, kept by grace from its snares, 
finding every earthly gift to possess a double 
sweetness as coming from a Father's love. See 
him in the dark hour of sorrow, tried yet 
peaceful, sorrowful yet rejoicing, reposing in 
the everlasting arms, assured that all things 
are ordered for his eternal good. See him yet 
again as he crosses the river. He may have 
fears, yet he has that which enables hiTn to 
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rise above them. If he cannot rise to a great 
height of assurance, yet he knows the hope on 
which he rests, the sure promise of life in Christ. 

And who is there but would have Israel's 
Saviour to be theirs ? He gives His blood to 
cleanse. His righteousness to cover, His Spirit 
to renew. His love to comfort. His glory to 
crown thee. Who but would say, — Jesus, be 
Thou my Saviour and my King ! 

And who is there but would have, as their 
portion, Israel's Qt)d. All that He can do, that 
will He do for His people. He will forgive aU 
iniquities, heal all diseases, supply aU needs, 
and at length, dispel all sorrows, remove all 
cares, pains, and griefe, wipe away all tears, 
and give us Himself, that we may eternally 
enjoy Him as the rest and satisfaction of our 
souls. Blessed indeed are they that can look 
upward and declare, — **This God is our God 
for ever and ever. He will be our Guide even 
unto death." 

My young reader, whom will you follow, — 
Orpah or Euth? Backwards or forwards — 
which shall it be ? Oh, consider it well. 

Backwards ? Whither then wiU ye turn ? 

To sin ? There is nought but imrest there. 
-** No peace, saith my God, to the wicked." 



24 BAGKWABDS OB F0BWABD8 : WHICH? 

To the world? Only disappointment will 
track you at eveiy step. " The world passeth 
away and the lust thereof." 

To human friends ? Which of them all but 
is as frail as yourself? ''All flesh is as grass, 
and the glory of man as the flower of grass." 
Well may you say with Peter, — "Lord, to 
whom shaU we go? Thou hast the words of 
eternal Hfe." 

Whither, ah ! whither shall I go, 

A wretched wanderer from my Lord ? 
Can this dark world of sin and woe 
One glimpse of happiness afford ? 

Backwards ? Then may you not fear lest in 
the time of your greatest need you may be left 
comfortless? Compare two passages in Jere- 
miah. 

" They have turned their back unto Me, and 
not their face : but in the time of their trouble 
they will say, Arise, and save us." (Jer. ii. 
27.) ** I will shew them the back and not the 
face in the day of their calamity." (Jer. viii. 17.) 

Backwards? Then how can you expect to 
enter God's kingdom? " Eemember Lot's wife." 
"No man having put his hand to the plough 
and looking back, is flt for the kingdom of 
God." 

Oh, set a double watch against the beginning 
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of a backsliding spirit. Let no discouragement 
lead you to give up seeking the Lord. " The 
slothful man saith, There is a lion in the way," 
and therefore turns back. But go on in faith, 
and you will ^d the lion is chained, or God 
has e^ut his mouth. 

Yet if your conscience reproach you that 
you have been tiirning back, by no means 
despair. Turn once again in repentance and 
faith. See how tenderly God invites His back- 
sliding children to return to Him. Bead 
Jer. iii. and Hosea xiv., and you will find that 
as soon al^ ever you arise from your fall and 
confess your sin, you are again within the 
sphere of God's gracious promises. 

But whatever may have been in the past let 
me earnestly beseech all who read these pages 
to go forward. 

" Qt) forward," though all things seem 
against you. It seemed so to the Israelites 
as they stood on the borders of the Red Sea, 
with Pharaoh's host threatening them in the 
rear. Yet, when at God's command they went 
forward, a way was made through the mighty 
waters; and as for their enemies, they saw 
them no more for ever. 

"Go forward" in the knowledge of your 
own heart. Watch yourself, your thoughts, 
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your motiyes, your desires. Search, and see if 
you may not learn something of your character 
and disposition from those who are least favour- 
ably disposed towards you. Still more, learn 
what you are, by placing yourself beside our 
Qreat Pattern and Exemplar. 

"Go forward" in faitii and love and every 
Christian grace. 

Less of the flesh each day, 

Less of the world and sin ; 
More of Thy Son, I pray, 

More of Thyself witldn. 

" Go forward " in aU the practical duties of 
a godly life. Account no duty small. Forget 
not "the anise and the cummin," the little 
matters of courtesy, kindness, and consideration 
for the feelings of others, the acknowledgment 
of favours received, the answering of letters, 
the manifestation of Christian sympathy, and 
the like. These lesser matters ought not to be 
lost sight of whilst we chiefly regard the 
weightier matters of the law. 

" Go forward," and never be content till you 
reach the goal. ''This one thing I do: for- 
getting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 
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Prayer. 



LoBD, my heavenly Father, stablish and con- 
firm me in Thy fear and love. Teach me the 
vanity of aU ihings here below, and the ex- 
ceeding . preciousness of Thy promises : thus 
may I choose the good port which shall never 
be taken from me. Oh, keep me from a back- 
sliding spirit. May I never turn back ; may I 
never look barck to the world which I have 
renounced. Oh, blessed Saviour, keep me 
ever by Thy side, keep me ever beneath the 
shadow of Thy wing. Lead me forward, day 
by day, towards the true Canaan. Send Thy 
Holy Spirit to renew my heart in holiness. 
Make all grace abound towaxd me, that I may 
love Thee more, and serve Thee better every 
day. Grant that I may run with diligence and 
patience the heavenly race, looking unto Thee, 
the Author and Finisher of my faith. Make 
me faithful imto death, and then bestow upon 
me the crown of everlasting life. Cleanse me 
through Thy blood from all sin, and fulfil all 
my desires. Hear me, Lord Jesus, and 
glorify Thyself in me, for Thy Name's sake. 



in. 

LIVING BY FAITH. 

The youthful pilgrim should well understand 
the secret of all strength and consolation. This 
is nothing else than a lively fedth, planted 
within by the Holy Ghost. Few were ever so 
valiant in waging the good warfare, or in joy- 
fully bearing up under manifold trials, as the 
Apostle Paul ; and in a few short words he un- 
folds the secret of his marvellous career : " The 
just shall live by faith." This truth was con- 
tinually before him. Taken from the prophet 
Habbakuk, on no less than three occasions does 
he quote it in his Epistles. 

(i.) Notice the purpose for which he intro- 
duces it in the 1st chapter of the Epistle to the 
Eomans. He gives it in proof of the great 
doctrine of justification by faith. " Therein 
{i.e.y in the Gospel) is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith ; as it is written, 
The just shall live by faith. " Pardon, right- 
eousness, the favour of God, — all are. given 
through faith to every one that believeth. Such 
is the lesson taught in this passage. It is 
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likewise the chief lesson of the whole Epistle. 
Study chapters iii., iv., and v. 

It is possible that some reader of these pages 
may be now anxiously seeking for peace. You 
are not now the thoughtless trifler with eternity 
that once you were ; you long to know that your 
sin is forgiven, that you may with holy boldness 
cry, Abba, Father. If this be so, take it as most 
certain that nothing of your own is needed for 
your perfect justification. Eepentance, prayer, 
diligence in doing the will of God, — ^these are 
most necessary in their place, but are no make- 
weight in the scales of Divine justice ; they are 
not, in whole or in part, the purchase-money 
of salvation. It is by a confiding trust, by a 
simple reliance upon the all-atoning blood, and 
the aU-sufficient merits of Him who died and 
rose again, that you pass out of the region of 
guilt, condemnation, and death, into that of 
acceptance and the assured love of the most 
High. Take firm hold of this foimdation truth, 
— "Being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

(ii.) The same passage is also found in the 
Epistle to the Galatians. " That no man is justi- 
fied by the law in the sight of God, it is evident : 
for. The just shall live by faith." (Gal. iii. 11.) 
The Galatian Church was in danger at this 
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time of being led astray by Judaizing teachers. 
They would reviye Jewish rites and ordinances, 
they would substitute a partial reliance upon 
the law for the simplicity of faith in Christ. 
Against this system, the Apostle most earnestly 
warns them. He assures them that he is ac- 
cursed, though he were an angel from heaven, 
who would introduce another gospel contrary to 
that which he had preached. He reminds 
them that he had withstood even Peter to the 
face, because he was to be blamed in the matter. 
Then he insists upon the supremacy of faith. 
"A man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ." " They which 
be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham." 
The very same danger, in a different form, 
threatens ourselves. Those who know not the 
mighiy power of justifying faith, are busied in 
bringing in ceremonies and observances, alto- 
gether alien to our Protestant worship and to 
the doctrines of the English Church, as set 
forth in her Articles and Services. Floral 
decorations, and robed priests, and lighted 
candles, and processions, and incense, and an 
excessive use of music, and folding of arms, 
and endless bowings and genuflections, — such 
things as these may possess an attraction for 
some, but they do not edify souls, they do not 
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deanse the conscience, they bring not rest to 
the weary, troubled heart, nor establish men in 
those verities of the faith by which alone we 
live. Bather, we feel assured, is there to be 
found beneath them a most dangerous leaven 
of imsound doctrine. 

If any reader be undecided in some points 
as to where the truth lies, wait upon God for 
the teaching of the Holy Ghost. Search the 
Scriptures, cleave to the form of sound words 
given in the common Ptayer-book, carefully 
study the Thirty-nine Articles and compare 
them with the "Word, but do not yield your- 
self to the guidance of those who, perhaps 
with much earnestness and sincerity, would 
forsake the old landmarks, and bring back 
our Church and nation to that system of bon- 
dage which our forefathers destroyed. Take 
for your direction these simple words, — ** The 
just shaU live by faith." The remembrance of 
them arrested Luther as he was ascending 
Pilate's staircase at Home, and made hini 
ashamed that he should thus have endeavoured 
to obtain justification. He thus learnt that he 
could only obtain it by faith in Christ. Oh, 
do you likewise ever bear in mind that what- 
ever brings you not closer to your Saviour, 
whatever tends not to strengthen your faith in 
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His promifies and free salvation, will not help, 
but hinder you along your way to Zion. 

Let me add also, never be ashamed of the 
name of Protestant. The most steadfast Protectant 
is the truest Catholic, He holds firmly by that 
pure, Catholic, and Apostolic truth, which is 
found in every page of Holy Writ, and which 
is so faithfully reflected in the Articles and Serr 
vices of our own Church. He is a member of 
that true Catholic Church, which consists of all 
such as keep the faith whole and undefiled, and 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 
in the flesh. 

(iii.) These words are also found in the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews. Through the persecutions 
which befel them the Apostle feared lest they 
might altogether fall away from the hope of the 
Gospel. How may they be enabled to meet 
the fieiy trial ? Onh/ hy faith. Thus alone can 
they maintain their ground, otherwise they will 
surely fall. " Now the just shall live by faith : 
but if any man draw back, my soul shall have 
no pleasure in him. But we are not of them 
who draw back unto perdition; but of them 
that believe to the saving of the soul." (Heb. 
X. 38, 39.) 

Then to confirm the Hebrews in this view 
of the mighty power of faith, he gives in 
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the 11th chapter the narratiye of the wonders 
that faith hath wrought in days that are past. 
He sets before them that noble army of 
martyrs, who thus triumphed over all opposi- 
tion. Thus we learn how to abide steadfast 
amidst all possible discouragements. If you 
would hold on your way and remain faithful to 
the end, look well to your faith. " By faith ye 
Btand." By unbelief ye fall. 

To strengthen faith, study the direct promises 
made to faith in the fourth Qt)8pel, and the 
examples of its exercise given in the other 
three. 

Mark, in St. John's Gospel, how repeatedly 
our Lord promises life eternal to such as 
believe. Everlasting salvation hinges upon this 
one thing, and none other. "As many as re- 
ceived Him to them gave He power to become 
the sons of GK)d, even to them that believe on 
His Name." "He that believeth on Him is 
not condemned." " He that heareth My word, 
and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath ever- 
lasting life." "Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that believeth on Me hath everlasting life." 
" These are written that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and that 
believing, ye might have life through His 
Name." (John i. 12 ; iii. 18 ; v. 24 ; vi. 47 ; xx. 
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31.) Sack paasages as iliese abound t^irongh- 
out the whole GoepeL 

Theu exactly parallel to these are the ex- 
amplee giren of faith in the other Gh)6pel8y and 
the blessings which Christ conferred on such as 
possessed it. Each one comes to Christ with 
his own special need. In some faith was weak, 
in others it was strong ; but all were welcome, 
and weak fEuth was cherished, and strong faith 
was commended. Various were the gifts sought ; 
sometimes it was for the petitioner himself, 
sometimes for one dear to him ; in most cases 
it was a temporal blessing, in some few it was 
for a spiritual benefit, but whatever it might 
be, there was a belieying application to the 
Saviour. 

All these narratives are left to instruct us, 
that whatever be our plague, our grief, our 
necessity, when we bring it to Christ He will 
hear and help. Besides, the various diseases 
brought to Christ for healing very clearly 
typify the maladies of our souls. The leper, 
the paralytic, the blind, the dimib, the lame, — 
these and many others came and were healed ; 
thus may we bring to our Great Physician 
every infirmity and sin by which our souls are 
troubled. 

Let me say again, exercise faith in Christ as 



LIVING BY FAITH. 35 

He is set before us in His different offices. 
Ever regard Him as tJie Saviour of lost and 
perishing sinners. Consider yourself that wlucb. 
you truly are, — a sinner at first, a sinner right 
through your course, a sinner to the end, and 
only a saved sinner at last. "I can truly say 
I have a great need of Christ ; but I can thank- 
fully say, I have a great' Christ for my need." 
This must be your stronghold of hope, even to 
the very gate of heaven. 

Ever regard Him likewise as the faithful 
Shepherd of His people. Think how He re- 
stores, nourishes, and guards the sheep of 
His pasture. Consider how wisely He will 
guide and direct you through the changing 
scenes of this troublesome world. You know 
where you are now^ but little can you foretell 
what may be your position, and where your 
lot may be cast in years to come. K spared a 
few years, some of those who read these pages 
in our own beloved England may be thousands 
of miles away. But ever abide near your 
Shepherd. Leave the future in His hand, and 
fear not. With Him at your side you cannot 
be alone, you cannot be unhappy. 

Confide in Christ also as your Great High 
Priest, Eemember the High Priest of old. 
With the mitre of holiness upon his head, and 
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the golden censer in liifi hand, he bore upon 
his breast-plate the names of the various tribes 
of Israel. In aU this we are reminded of Him 
who stands at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, perfect in His own spotless purity, 
presenting on our behalf the fragrant incense 
of His sacrifice and merits. As you bend the 
knee before God, endeavour to realize Christ 
thus pleading your cause, offering your prayers 
and praises, and obtaining for you aU the mercy 
and grace you need. 

Yes I for me, for me, He pleadeth 

At the mercy-seat above, 
Ever for me interceding. 

Constant in untiring love. 

Let me give you another direction. Zeroise 
faith in the dark. When everything around you 
looks cheerless and depressing, when you can- 
not find within the marks of grace that you 
desire, when failure follows your efforts, then, 
though walking in darkness, stay upon your 
God. You may not be able to see a step 
before you, motlntains of difficuliy may lie in 
your path, the sentence of death may seem 
written upon every bright and blessed hope, 
but then, even then, lean on Christ. Lean not on 
man. Even Christians may sometimes disap- 
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point you, and look coldly upon you. Zean not 
en self. Frames and feelings, purposes and 
resolutions are but a bruised reed. Lean 
wholly on Christ and He will make your dark- 
ness to be light. 

Think of the little flock after Christ's death. 
Scattered and dispersed, unbelief reigning, 
Christ buried in the tomb, — ^what could to all 
appearance be more hopeless? Yet the Sun 
arose again with still brighter beams. He said, 
— " Peace be unto you." " Then were the dis- 
ciples glad when they saw the Lord." 

"When your own hopes seem dead and buried, 
or when the cause of truth seems entombed and 
a great stone upon the grave's mouth, yet, in 
either case, Christ can effect a glorious resur- 
rection. Trust His faithfulness, trust His 
power, and you cannot be disappointed. 

Lastly, pray for more faith. It is a grace of 
the Holy Spirit, and without His aid you can 
neither possess it at first, or receive the increase 
of it afterward. "Lord, I believe, help Thou 
my unbeHef:" "Lord, increase our faith:" 
such should be our prayer perpetually; and 
He who loves to answer prayer will bestow 
more and more of that grace which so much 
honours Him, and so much benefits those who 
i it. 
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Traytft. 

Almiohtt Father, who hast taught me that 
without faith I cannot please Thee, I come to 
ask Thee for this precious gifb. Give me faith 
to take Thee at Thy word, and to rest on Thy 
promises. When misdeeds prevail against me, 
may I trust in the blood that deanseth from 
sin, and help me to believe that Thou wilt 
subdue all my iniquity. May Christ dwell by 
faith within my heart. Qrant that evil may 
thus be overcome of good. May vain self, 
worldly self, slothfiil self be kept down, and 
Christ Himself speak, and think, and pray in 
me. May He live within me as the moving 
principle of all I feel or do. 

my Father, may I ever know that Thou 
art nigh to hear and bless me. In my darkest 
hours teach me still to lean on Thee, and to rest 
only upon the hope of Thy heavenly grace. 
Send Thy Holy Spirit to root out aU my un- 
belief, and daily to strongmen my confidence 
in Thee. Take from me likewise all that 
would injure my faith, aU carelessness of life, 
slightness in holy duties, and neglect of Thy 
Word. 

Pardon the weakness of my faith in times 
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past, and perfect that which concemeth me, till 
fSaith is exchanged for sight in Thy kingdom of 
glory. Grant these my petitions for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, my only hope and Saviour. 
Ahen. 

O Holy Saviour, Friend unseen, 
Since on Thine arm Thou bidst us lean. 
Help us, throughout life's changing scene, 
By faith to cling to Thee. 

What though the world deceitful prove. 
And earthly friends and hopes remove, 
With patient uncomplaining love 

Still can we ding to Thee. 

Though faith and hope be often tried, 
We ask not, need not ought beside ; 
So calm, so safe, so satisfied, 

The souls that cUng to Thee. 

Bless'd is our lot, whatever befall. 
Who can affright, or who appal ? 
Since as our rock, our strength, our all, 
Jesus, we ding to Thee. 



IV. 

THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN AND 
HIS BIBLE. 

'^Wheeewithal shall a young man cleanse 
his way ? By taking heed thereto according to 
Thy Word." " Thy Word is a lamp nnto my 
feet, and a light unto my path." We are here 
taught by David that to walk aright the young 
must be guided by the teaching of Holy Scrip- 
ture. Hence nothing can exceed the impor- 
tance of making your Bible a daily Mend 
and companion, hearkening to the counsel 
which it gives, and pondering the lessons 
which it teaches. 

Be firmly settled in the truth that Holy 
Scripture is the very Word of God, 

From first to last it is all written under the 
guiding and by the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost. A plain convincing argument for this, 
at least to professing Christians, arises from the 
resurrection of Christ. No man can be caUed 
a Christian who does not believe that Christ 
rose again from the dead. If so. He is not — 
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as His enemies declared — a deceiver, but the 
fJEuthfiil and true witness, — ^yea, the very Truth 
itself. We may trust His word. He can 
neither deceive nor be deceived. This may 
g^de us in looking backwards and forwards, 
in considering both the Old Testament and the 
New. Upon the former He set His own broad 
seal of authority. He Himself referred to very 
many portions of it, especially to the Penta- 
teuch : He stamped it again and again as 
infallible truth. He ascribed error to the fact 
that men "knew not the Scriptures." He 
declared "that the Scripture cannot be bro- 
ken;" that they that "believe not Moses and 
the prophets, will not be persuaded though one 
rose from the dead." With respect to the New 
Testament, we know that He gave a special 
authority to His Apostles. He promised His 
Spirit to call to their remembrance the things 
which He had spoken, and to guide them into 
all truth. Their words were His words, the 
truths they taught and wrote such as the Holy 
Ghost taught them. Hence the fact of Christ's 
resurrection, thoroughly received, may set at 
rest a thousand doubts. 

The inner harmonies of Scripture^ both as 
to its facts and doctrines, are another evidence 
of its Divine origin. The similariiy of God's 
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workmg at yarions times, both in the hearts of 
men and in the miracles which He has wroij^ht^ 
tends greatly to confirm our faith. Look at the 
latter point. Who can fail to discern the same 
God working at Babel and on the day of Pen- 
tecost? At Babel we see Him confounding 
men's tongues, that He might humble pride, 
and bring low the tower which man was build- 
ing for his own glory. On the day of Pentecost 
we see Him giving fresh powers of utterance, 
so that to some it seemed confusion, but the 
object of it was to aid His own people in rearing 
the spiritual temple for His own glory. K we 
recognise Gbd's hand on the latter occasion, 
can we fail to see it in the former ? 

Notice again the strong resemblance that 
exists between several of the miracles wrought 
by Moses and those by Christ. It is true there 
are marked lines of distinction between them : 
in those of Moses we can discern chiefly judg- 
ment upon the rebellious; in those of Christ, 
tender mercy and compassion. Yet there was 
the same Divine power manifested, working in 
a somewhat similar way. Compare the waters 
of the Nile being changed into blood, and the 
water at Cana changed into wine. Compare 
Moses and the people walking safely through 
the Bed Bea, the Israelites crossing the Jord^ui^ 
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and Christ walking on the Sea of Galilee, as if 
there were a solid pavement beneath His feet. 
Compare Moses giving the people manna from 
the clouds, and Christ multiplying the loaves 
and fishes in the wilderness. Compare the three 
days' darkness in Egypt, with the three hours 
of darkness when Christ was upon the cross. 

Surely in this, as in every other respect, we 
see that the Bible is one hook. He who believes 
the miracles of Christ in the New Testament, 
will not be led astray by the prevailing scepti- 
cism which would lead him to cast away his 
faith in the Old ; and he who believes in the 
resurrection of Christ, the greatest of all His 
miracles, will scarcely be able to doubt the rest. 

Let me now endeavour to make a few sug* 
gestions as to the profitable reading of Holy 
Scripture. 

Mer hold the Book of God in the highest reve- 
rence. "My heart standeth in awe of Thy 
Word." Such should be your spirit when- 
ever you take it in hand. I would not call 
that Bibliolatry which makes a Christian half 
tremble when his Bible falls from the table. 
Far is it to be preferred to the painful indifie- 
rence with which the Bible is often treated 
in schools, — cast hither and thither with no 
more thought than any other book. Espe- 
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ciallj would I guard you against the oommoa 
practice of using a passage of Scripture to point 
a joke. Allusions of the kind do great hajm 
both to those who make them and those who 
hear them. 

To profit ly Scripture, put away whatever would 
hinder its sanctifyiny effect. As no man could be 
nourished by the most wholesome food, if he 
accustomed himseK to the use of some delete- 
rious drug or poisonous herb, so the Word 
profits not where that is indulged which is 
injurious to the soul's health. For example, 
avoid any such frame of mind as St. Peter has 
referred to in his 1st Epistle ii. 1, — '' Laying 
aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envies, and all evil speakings, as new bom 
babes desire the sincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby." Be carefrd likewise 
as to your other reading. Prefer the solid to 
the superficial. Be very choice as to any works 
of fiction which you may occasionally read. Set 
your face against any such book as would var- 
nish sin, or gloss over those evils which Gt>d 
abhorreth. Never read sceptical books merely 
to know what others have to say. If for any 
reason you feel it your duty to read them, do 
so with a sincere desire after truth, with much 
prayer, and reading together with them such 
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answers as may have been made to the objeo* 
tions proposed. 

Bead the ScripUtree regularly, yet with freedom. 
It is the worst possible plan, to take any chapter 
that you think of at the moment, and read it as 
your morning or evening portion. Instead of 
this, always have in hand some book of the Old, 
and some book of the New Testament, and do 
not leave either till you have finished it. With 
xnany it has been found most profitable to take 
the Old Testament in the morning, and the New 
in the evening, and perhaps a Psalm at mid- 
day ; but all this must necessarily vary accord- 
ing to the time and opportunity of different 
individuals. At least, make it your rule never 
to pass a day without thoughtfully reading, and 
in order, some part of Scripture. 

But rise above routine. Cast off the veil of 
eustomariness. Be not content with mere duty- 
reading. Look upon the Bible as your Heavenly 
Father's letter sent to guide, assist, and comfort 
you on your journey, and not as a task book, 
which you would neglect if your conscience 
would allow you. Neither let your eye wander 
over the page as if you knew it all, and had no 
need to search its hidden stores. To assist you 
in pondering the Word, occasionally vary your 
method of reading. If a sermon you have 
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heard has much impressed you, it may be well 
at your next season of retirement, instead of 
taking your ordinary portion, to turn to the 
text and search out the subject more Ailly from 
other parts of Scripture. If some particular 
verse in your chapter has much struck you, it 
will not be a lost morning if you go out of 
your usual track and find out parallel passages. 
If you have just come to the close of any book 
of Scripture, it may do you good to spend your 
next haK hour in looking back and inquiring 
what definite lessons it has afforded. Collect 
its teaching into a focus. Fasten the mind dis- 
tinctly upon its striking features, the main 
lesson or lessons of the book, its marked 
sentences ; these will be something gained for 
life, — ^nails fastened in a sure place. 

To illustrate what I mean, let me refer you 
to one of the most difficult books, — ^that of the 
Prophet Ezekiel. Suppose you have been read- 
ing it, and it may have occupied you some five 
or six weeks. You come to the last chapter, 
and perhaps you grieve because there has bee;i 
so much you could not understand. But look 
back : are there not precious lessons to be 
carried away, such perhaps as can be scarcely 
foimd elsewhere, or at least as clearly ? 

Bemember the chambers of imagery. (Oh. viii.) 
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The penetratmg eye of Qod pierces througli 
every disguise, and lays "bare that which is done 
with the utmost secrecy. Eemember the promise 
of the new heart. (Chs. xi. and xxxvi.) Re- 
member the lesson of God's compassion, and 
His unwiUingness that any should perish. (Chs. 
zviii. and zxxiii.) Eemember the promise of 
Christ to be the Shepherd and the Plant of 
renown. Eemember the frequently recurring 
sentence, — **They shall know that I am the 
Lord." By judgment, or by mercy, each shall 
know the might and faithfrdness of Jehovah. 

Eemember the expression, — " I wrought for 
Myname's sake," — ^fourtimes repeated in ch.xx.; 
also compare ch. xxxvi. 20, 22. What depths of 
consolation are there in this thought : you find 
no reason in yourself why God should grant you 
the blessing you desire ; but you can ever plead 
His truth. His power. His love, and for His 
own glory He cannot disregard your plea. 

Eich stores of heavenly wisdom may thus be 
laid up for friture use from a book treated by 
many as if too difficult for ordinary Christians. 

The employment of the memory in the study of 
Scripture is likewise very important. "Thy 
Word have I hid in mine heart," said David. 
It would be of no small benefit to you if you 
learnt a single verse selected from your morning 
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reading, or if from time to time you committed 
to memory special Psalms or chapters. I re- 
member a blind girl in a parish union repeat- 
ing to me the 6th chapter of St. John, and I 
do not think, out of the seventy-one verses, that 
she made a single mistake. Yery profitable to 
young Christians might it be to learn in this 
way Psalms i., xxiii., xxv., Ixxxiv., xci., cxxxix. ; 
Prov. i., ii., iii., iv. ; John rv. ; Eph. vi. ; 
Phil. iii. ; and 2 Tim. ii. The prayers in St. 
Paul's Epistles are also very precious for this 
purpose. An aged Christian told me how help- 
ful he found these latter, as upon a sick bed he 
pleaded them again and again before Gk)d. 

At once turn to practical use whatever out of 
Scripture the Spirit has impressed upon your 
heart. When they have endeavoured to do so, 
not seldom have Christians found single pas- 
sages illuminate their whole life, and shed a 
light upon the whole of their after-course. 
Twice was this the case in the life of the last 
Duchess of Gordon. The cause that led her 
first to study the Bible was remarkable. Though 
not then living for God, she wa^ greatly pained 
to witness the vice prevalent in the higher ranks 
of society. To relieve her mind she went to the 
Scriptures. She was discovered by a gay com- 
panion in her chamber with an open Bible 
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before her. The taunt with which she turned 
away led the young inquirer to become more 
earnest and persevering. One day her eye 
lighted upon Luke id. 13, — ** If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children ; how much more shall your Heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him. ' ' This promise to the very end of her life 
became to her a guiding star. The great gift 
itself, and the willing bounty of the Giver, were 
both to her thoughts of exceeding encourage- 
ment. Later in life another passage was brought 
before her in a very singular way. Being very 
anxious in mind with respect to fresh responsi- 
bilities devolving upon her, she was wandering 
over some old ruins in company with a few 
friends. A bright sunbeam fell upon a part 
of the wall, and made distinctly visible there a 
passage taken from an old version of Scripture : 
" All thingis virkis for the best to thase that 
love God." The impression was never lost. 
Bom. viii. 28, wa.s a verse to which, in seasons 
of trial, she never failed to turn. Blessed in- 
deed will it be for the reader, if in the same 
spirit of joyfrd faith the "Word be received into 
your heart. 

What has been already said may show the 
paramount necessity of prayer for Divine teach- 
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ing. The words themselves, howerer appro- 
priate, will never reach the inner depths of the 
soul, will never leave any permanent impression, 
except the grace of the Holy Ghost accompany 
them. For this therefore unceasingly pray, that 
the Divine Spirit may impart to you the right 
understanding of that you read, that He may 
apply the Word to enlighten your conscience 
as to your sin and its evil before God, to reveal 
to your inmost heart Christ in all His grace 
and love, and thus to perfect you in every good 
word and work. 

A Christian woman was once found in her 
chamber stiff and cold, kneeling by her bed- 
side with her open Bible before her. "Whilst 
thus commiming with God, she had been called 
into His immediate presence above. May we, 
as she did, hold sweet fellowship with God in 
the study of His Word, and then at length sit 
down in His kingdom. 



Gk)D, the Father of mercies, I thank Thee 
for the precious jewel of Thy Holy Word; 
Make it better to me than thousands of gold 
and silver, yea, sweeter than honey and the 
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honeycomb. Send forth Thy light and Thy 
truth, then I may discern more and more of its 
hidden treasures. 

Show me therein the evil of my own heart, 
and the sins and deficiencies of my life ; above 
all reveal to me in every page Christ, as my 
Saviour, my Portion, my Eefuge, my All. 

sanctify me by Thy truth. Thy Word is 
truth. Grant me Thy Loving Spirit, and teach 
me thus to know Thee by faith, till I reach Thy 
kingdom above. Hear this my petition for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 

Would'st thou be wise, and know the Lord ? 

Would'st thou believe aright ? 
Make the blest volume of His Word 

Thy rule, thy guide, thy light. 

Here is the spring were waters flow 

To quench our heat of sin ; 
Here is the tree where truth doth grow, 

To lead our lives therein. 

The tidings of salvation dear 

Come to our ears from hence ; 
The fortress of our faith is here, 

Our shield, and our defence. 

Read not this book in any case 

But with a single eye ; 
Read not but first desire God's grace 

To understand thereby. 



THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 
ON SUNDAY. 

He that honours the Sabbath honours God. 
He honours the Father, who first appointed it 
in remembrance of His mighty work in crea- 
tion. He honours the Son, for on this day 
Jesus arose in triumph from the grave, and 
overcame sin and death. He honours the Holy 
Spirit, for it was on the first day of the week the 
Comforter descended in power ; and it is on the 
same day, more perhaps than on any other, that 
He now speaks to the souls of men through 
the lips of faithful ministers. 

To observe the Sabbath is also essential for 
man. It is necessary for bodily rest, it is 
equally necessary for his spiritual welfare. If 
there be only this short life, if there be no future 
state, no glorious home beyond the sky, if the 
end of man be the same as that of the beasts 
that perish, then give six days to secular work> 
and make the seventh a day of mere worldly 
diversion. But if it be otherwise, if you have 
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a tenant within, — an immortal soul, compared 
to which the whole world is as nothing, — ^if it 
be certain that you will live evermore in woe 
or bliss, and if none can enter the father's 
house except those that are now prepared for 
it by His grace — surely you need the Sabbath, 
yea, every Sabbath, to assist you in becoming 
meet for your inheritance. 

And if you have been bom of God, you will 
be distinguished from others by your delight in 
GK)d's day. No dutiful child wiU despise a gift 
that a loving parent has bestowed. Bear in 
mind that the Sabbath is a gift, and a most pre- 
cious one. We learn it in the words of Christ, 
— " The Sabbath was made for man, not man 
for the Sabbath." It was not a mere arbitrary 
appointment to test man's obedience, but a gift 
of love appointed for his good. Neither was it 
appointed merely for the Jews, but for man, — 
bestowed in tender love upon the whole race 
of mankind. 

Hence, therefore, it may be remarked, the 
Gospel could never abrogate the law of the Sab- 
bath. The Gospel takes away no spiritual gift, 
but enhances the value of such a.s had been given 
previously. Surely it could never have been 
intended that with the fuller light which Christ 
has brought, the Sabbath was to pass away as 
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haying done its work. Tenfold more predous 
is it now than in Old Testament times. For 
there are now themes for meditation, for ex- 
hortation, for praise that were then altogether 
hidden. The birth, life, death, resurrection, 
and ajscension of our Lord, the history of the 
Christian Church as given in the Acts of the 
Apostles, the depths of truth revealed in the 
Epistles and the Apocalypse, — surely all these 
fruitful subjects for thought in no small degree 
increase the value we should set upon this day. 
And with true Christians it is so. 

The child oi the world who knows nothing 
of conversion, nothing of sin, nothing of a 
Saviour, may think lightly of the Sabbath, 
and care little for the precious opportunities it 
affords of learning more of Christ and His salva- 
tion. But not so will it be with you, if you are 
indeed Christ's. You will anticipate the return 
of this day as one of your chiefest delights. 
You have a taste, a relish for its sacred occu- 
pations. It will be no weariness to you to spend 
the best part of it in communion with God. 
You will be of one mind with him who said, 
— ^"I was glad when they said unto me Let 
us go into the house of the Lord." "A 
day in Thy courts is better than a thousand; 
I had rather be a door keeper in the house of 
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my God, than to dwell in the tents of wicked- 
ness." 

On every account therefore would I urge upon 
the young reader a very strict and conscientious 
use of every Sabbath. Make it your solemn 
purpose that you will abandon none to secular 
work, or to worldly pleasure. Many a young 
person who has sunk deep in the mire, who 
has known much of the wretchedness that often 
tracks the sinner's course even here, would bear 
witness that the root of it all was an ill-spent 
Sabbath. The Sabbath school or the house of 
Gk)d was forsaken ; companions were chosen as 
irreligious as themselves ; the Tempter was not 
far away, and sin and misery followed. They 
have found it true that ** Sabbath-breaking sins 
bring heart-breaking 'sorrows. ' ' 

Give the day to God^ and give it joyfully. Have 
nothing to do with Sunday travelling, or Sun- 
day visiting, except in extreme cases when 
you do it not for your own pleasure, but as 
a work of true charity. Eschew secular read- 
ing, newspapers, politics, business, and common 
studies. You have no time to spend upon them : 
you have something far better to do. As you 
rise each Sunday morning, say to yourself, " I 
will try to-day to live one of the days of heaven 
upon earth." From early dawn to Sabbath 
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eve, at home and at Church, apply your heart 
to this one thing, — to draw nearer and nearer 
to your God and Saviour. With holy psalin 
and hymn, with a Bible dearly loved and 
carefully studied, with books which give the 
thoughts and lives of God's faithful servants, 
with Christian converse, with many a prayer, 
and many a note of joyful praise, let every 
earthly Sabbath pass away till you reach the 
'' Sabbath-keeping that remaineth for the peo- 
ple of God." 

As pants the hart for cooling streams, 

When heated in the chase, 
So longs my soul for Thee, God, 

And Thy refreshing grace. 

For Thee, My God, the- living God, 

My thirsty sonl doth pine : 
when shall I behold Thy face, 

Thou Majesty Divine ? 

Be specially careM to value highly the ser- 
vices of the sanctuary. Let no slight cause 
detain you at home. A rainy Sunday is but a 
poor excuse for absence £rom Church, imless 
you are out of health. If a Mend come in 
before you go, bring your friend with you, if 
possible ; but let not his coming keep you away. 
Consider your presence in Church as an engage- 
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menty the engagement of the week, and then you 
will never break it unless for some reason that 
will stand the test of the great day. 

And when you go, remember it is to meet with 
God, to speak to Him, and to hear His voice. 
Join heartily in the songs of praise, and also in 
the beautifiol prayers of our liturgy. Study 
these latter at home, mingle them with your 
own prayers in private, and you will then enter 
the more into them at Church. Apply to your 
own experience the lessons that are read, and 
the sermon that is preached. Mark particxdarly 
whatever makes you feel uneasy in conscience, 
or reminds you of Christ and His love. When 
you enter Church and when you leave it, avoid 
all light and worldly conversation, but come and 
go, praying for yourself, your pastor, and those 
who worship with you. 

If at any time you are prevented by illness 
or other urgent cause from being present at 
Church, as far as you have strength or oppor- 
^^^^fyy ^o through the service at home. At 
least read the Psalms and lessons, and offer 
some of the prayers ; thus will you be joining 
in heart with the various congregations through- 
out the land. 

And do not lose the blessing of the Sabbath 
by a trifling spirit during the intervals of Divine 
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worship. If you take a walk, as sometimeB it 
is well to do, try to choose such a companion 
that you can talk together as did the two disci- 
ples on the way to Emmaus; or if you have not 
the choice, be watchful over your conyersation. 

And could you not redeem some haK an hour 
or more, to do a little for the souls of others ? 
There may be a Sunday school class that needs 
a teacher, or younger brothers and sisters at 
home whom you might instruct, or a sick man 
to whom you might tell the sermon you have 
heard, or a friend at a distance to whom you 
might write a letter on the one thing needful, 
or some idlers about to whom you might speak 
a word for your Master, or give a few tracts. 
Only be willing to do it, and God will be sure 
to find some work that will suit you. 

Before I leave the subject, let me caution you 
against those who would tell you that to a 
Christian every day should be a Sabbath, and 
therefore there is no need that one day more 
than another should be specially set apart for 
this purpose. This objection may sound well, 
but it will not hold water. In common things 
it is found that what may he done at any time u 
frequently never done at all. Still more will this 
apply to spiritual duties, £rom which our own 
evil hearts axe always ready to turn away. 
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Besides, who that knows anytHng of the 
Ohxistiaii life, but will own how much he is 
dependent upon outward things, and how much 
lie needs every possible help ? 

Bather would I say, if you desire every day 
to hold dose communion with Gtod, then make 
tHach of the Sabbath for this very reason. If 
there were no stated Sabbath, all the seven 
days would soon be secularized, but if the 
seventh be well spent the other six will be 
hallowed by its sacred influence. A holy 
savour will thus be felt through all the work- 
ing days of the week. 



Prayer. 

Lord, the Giver of every good and perfect gift, 

1 thank Thee for the gift of Thy Sabbath. I 
thank Thee for it as a token of Thy love, and for 
the time thus given me to learn more of Thy 
great salvation. that I may ever honour Thy 
day. Thy Word, Thy house. Make me joyful in 
Thy house of prayer. Pardon through the 
Saviour's blood every mis-spent Sabbath, and 
grant that each one yet given to me may be 
a step on the ladder that brings me to Thy 
rest. Breathe upon me Thy Spirit that I may 
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worsliip Thee in spirit and in trutli. May I 
sing Thy praises with understanding, and re- 
ceive Thy word with pure affection. Be with 
Thy servants who go forth to preach Thy truth. 
Make them zealous for Thy glory, sound in the 
faith, and wise to win souls, and then crown 
their labours with success. Fulfil these my 
petitions for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

This day by Thy creating "Word, 
First o'er the earth the light was poured : 
O Lord, this day upon us shine, 
And fill our souls with light Divine. 

This day the Lord, for sinners slain, 
In might victorious rose again : 
Jesu, may we raised be 
From death of sin to life in Thee. 

This day the Holy Spirit came 
With fiery tongues of cloven flame : 
O Spirit fill our hearts this day 
Witii grace to hear and grace to pray. 

O day of light and life and grace ! 
From earthly toils sweet resting-place. 
Thy hallow'd hours, best gift of love, 
We give again to God above. 



VI. 

THE YOUNG CHEISTIAN AND 
THE LORD'S SUPPEE. 

It is a painful reflection, that whilst each year 
thousands of young persons are publicly re- 
ceived by conflrmation to all the privileges of 
our Church, so few comparatively come forward 
to Holy Communion. Why is this? In too 
many cases, it is to be feared, the heart has 
not been given to God. In others, however, it 
may be through mistaken views of the nature 
and requirements of the ordinance. Hence 
they neglect a most precious privilege, and de- 
prive themselves of one of the choicest pastiire- 
fields provided by the care of the good Shep- 
herd. 

It may therefore be well to consider the 
purpose of Christ in appointing this heavenly 
feast, and the spirit in which the Christian 
should approach it. 

I would first remind you that this ordinance 
affords a teat of y<mr hve and obedience to Christ. 
Imagine your life had been preserved by the 



62 THE T0T7HO CHBIBTIAir AIVB 

self-Baciifioe of another ; perhaps through the 
tender care of a mother you had been brought 
through a dangerous ilhiess, but her unwearied 
devotion to you had planted in her own consti- 
tution the seeds of that disease which brought 
her to the grave. Now were it possible for you 
to make known to her, removed far from all 
earthly scenes, the deep affection which you 
cherish for her memory, would it not afford to 
you a feeling of very joyful satisfaction ? 

Think, then, of the dying love of Christ : to 
save you, He gave Himself to death. He took 
your sins upon Him, and then to remove them 
He endured the cross, despising the shame. 
He now enables you to show your gratitude to 
Him. He invites you to His table. He sets 
before you this command as a test of your love, 
and when you obey it. He looks down from 
heaven upon you, and accepts the act as the 
mark of a thankM hecurt. 

Nor is it a hard or impossible command that 
He has given. Were He to bid you forsake 
your home like Abraham, or go upon some 
distant pilgrimage, or relinquish at once your 
present duties, it would be right so to do ; but 
it would be only natural were you to shrink at 
first from such a demand. But this test of 
love is so simple, so easy of fulfilment^ 
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that to the loyal-hearted Ghristiaii there can 
l>e no excuse, and no reason for refusing to 
give it. If there be, as there is, a solemnity 
in coming to the Lord's table, is it not a still 
more solemn thing to refuse Christ's loving in- 
vitation? With those that habitually stay 
away, what is it but saying as you leave the 
Ohurch, whilst others rettiain behind, — "/ do 
not intend to serve and obey Christy I do not trust in 
JSis blood, I do not desire His grace, Ihme no esp- 
peetation of sitting down with Sim at the marriage 
tupper of the Lamb " ? 

Oh, do not so dishonour Him who hath re- 
deemed you. If you have one Httle spark of 
love to Christ, yea, if you feel a desire to love 
Him, it is surely the safest way to obey Him, 
and not to make your other shortcomings a 
ground for disobeying a plain command. ^'If 
ye love Me, keep My commandments." 

But to understand more ^illy the purpose of 
this Holy Sacrament, fix your thoughts on the 
words of institution. They distinctly set it before 
us as a feast of remembrance. In giving the 
bread, — ''when He had given thanks He brake 
it, and said. Take, eat; this is My body which is 
broken for you : this do in remembrance of Me. 
After, the same manner also He took the cup, 
whenHe had supped, saying, This cup is theNew 
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Testament in My blood ; this do ye, as oft as je 
drink it, in remembrance of Me." (1 Cor. xi« 
23—25.) 

The bread represented our Lord's body, bro- 
ken on the cross ; the wine likewise, the blood 
there shed, and the new covenant which through 
that blood-shedding God makes with man. 

Bear in mind that the Holy Sacrifice was 
never to he repeated, either as if in itself in- 
sufficient, or for its application to our neces- 
sities. To assert the former is to deny the 
Godhead of Christ, to assert the latter is to 
deny the uniform testimony of Scripture, that 
by faith alone we are justified in Christ. 
" Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 
many." Mark the words " one " and ** once " 
repeated, in Heb. ix. 26 — 28, x. 12 — 14; the 
Spirit thus providing a plain answer to the 
errors of these later days. This sacrifice, I 
have said, was never to be repeated, but it was 
evermore to he rememhered. Thus our Catechism 
states the intention of the Lord's Supper : "For 
the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of 
the death of Christ, and of the benefits which 
we receive thereby." Thus also is it set before 
us in the exhortation previous to receiving the 
sacrament: ^'And to the end that we should 
alway remember," etc. 
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The Lord's Supper thus bears testimony to 
the atonement which Christ wrought. It shows 
forth His death till He come, not as the seal of 
His doctrine, not as a lofty example of self- 
sacrifice, but as a propitiation for sin. "This 
is My blood, which is shed for many, for the 
remission of sins." (Matt. xxvi. 28.) Thus 
the message jfrom the Holy Feast repeats the 
message fi*om the pulpit, the one to the ear, 
the other to the eye: pardon, salvation, life 
only through the death of the Son of God. 

But the Lord's table preaches more than this. 
The bread and wine is not only displayed, but 
eaten and drunk. Even so Christ must be 
peri^onally, individually received by faith into 
the heart. Only thus, are we taught, can our 
souls be nourished and fed. **Take and eat 
this, in remembrance that Christ died for thee, 
and feed on Him in thy heart hy faith, with 
thanksgiving." 

Thus we have, in iJie sixth chapter of St. 
John, our Lord reminding us how necessary is 
it that we feed upon Him. That the whole 
chapter is chiefly to be understood of faith, 
whatever reference there may be to the Holy 
Communion, is very evident. 

True faith in the Gospel of St. John is re- 
presented very frequently by expressions taken 
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from the body. It is the hand that receives 
Christ. (John i. 12.) It is the eye that sees 
Christ. (Compare Num. xxi. 8, 9, with John iii. 
14, 15; also John vi. 40.) It is the ear that 
hearkens to Christ. (John v. 25, x. 27.) It is 
the foot that comes to Christ. (John vi. 37, 
xiv. 6.) So is it the mouth that feeds upon 
Him, and drinks His blood and His grace. 
(John vi., throughout ; and compare John iv.) 
Compare also John vi. 56 : " He that eateth 
My flesh, and drinketh My blood, dwelleth in 
Me, and I in him: " with verse 35 : "I am 
the bread of life : he that cometh to Me shall 
never hunger; and he that believeth on Me 
shall never thirst." The one exactly corres- 
ponds to the other. That which satisfies the 
hunger and thirst of the soul, is this eating and 
drinking; and this we learn is nothing else 
than ** coming" and "believing."* 

* The right understanding of this point is of so great 
importance, that I will add a few words from Arch- 
bishop Cranmer : — 

"The spiritual eating of His flesh, and drinking of 
Hia blood by faith, by digesting His death in our 
minds, as our only price, ransom, and redemption from 
eternal damnation, is the cause wherefore Christ said, — 
< That if we eat not His flesh, and drink not His blood, 
' -^.ye not life in us ; and if we eat His flesh, and 



THE LOBD's STJPPEB. 67 

Thus are we taught in this precious chapter 
the very same lesson taught us in the Sacrament 
itself: we must feed continually on Christ. We 
must satisfy our consciences by humble trust in 
His blood. We must nourish our souls by 
confiding in His full salvation. 

But the question arises, what special grace 
and benefit is to be found at the Lord's Supper ? 
If there may be a feeding upon Christ at aU 
seasons, in prayer, in meditation on the Word, 
and the like, what more is needed ? Let me 
answer, that the benefit to be looked for is of 
the same kind as that derived from other means 
of grace, though often it is greater in degree. 
Sold fast to the idea of remembrance. Do not 
think that this is but a small thing; for, is 
there anything on this side heaven more blessed 
than a believing, realizing apprehension of 
Christ ? Does not such a remembrance crucify 
sin, raise the heart above the world, kindle the 
flame of love, bring heavenly consolation in the 
hour of deepest sorrow, and make the soul to 

drink His blood, we have everlasting life.' And if 
Christ had never ordained the sacrament, yet should 
we have eaten His flesh, and drunken His blood, and 
have had thereby everlasting life ; as all the faithful 
did before the sacrament was ordained, and do daily 
when they receive not the sacrament." 
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fihine in the image of Gk)d ? Has it not made 
the very martyrs to sing praises in the fires of 
Bmithfield? 

Here, then, is the benefit that the faith&l 
communicant may expect, and not in any myste- 
rious efficacy of the bread and wine. The 
substance of natural food can only affect the 
body ; the spirit cannot feed upon matter. The 
real presence is not in the elements, but in 
the soul of the receiver. The grace of the 
Sacrament is far higher, far more blessed than 
anything of the kind. It is the Holy Ghost 
descending horn heaven, and revealing in the 
very depths of the inner man a lively sense of 
a Saviour's love ; it is the Holy Ghost bringing 
home to the conscience the cleansing power of 
His blood, enabling us to draw very near to the 
Father, through the Son ; it is the Holy Ghost 
strengthening faith, quickening hope, enlarg- 
ing our charity, and thus in the highest possible 
sense, making the believer meet for the inheri- 
tance of the saints above. Not that such grace 
is confined to this single ordinance. It may 
be found in all such as Christ has appointed 
for the edification of His Church, but more 
especially may we look for it in this Sacrament, 
so solemnly instituted by the Lord, on the night 
of His passion. 
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Yet everything depends an the prepared heart : 
if you come in a formal spirit, observing it as a 
mere duty whicli ought to be performed, or 
looking to the elements as if they themselves 
conveyed the needftil grace, you will find no 
spiritual profit; the ordinance will become to 
you as a vessel without water. How then may 
you so come, that you never come in vain? 
Make the previous week one of special self searching, 
*' Let a man examine himself, and so let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup." I 
woxdd not say that you should confine self- 
examination to that season. Very frequently, 
every evening, — particularly every Saturday 
evening, — should we question our hearts thus: 
" Where am I ? What has been my walk with 
Gk)d ? What has this past day or week been 
to me?" Yet it will do no harm, but much 
good, to be very particular as to this before 
Commimion Sunday. To assist you in this, 
study the Communion Service ; many parts 
will be helpful, specially the Confession. Take 
also for this, Matt. v. 1 — 12, Col. iii., 1 Thes. v. 
Put your life also in thought, side by side with 
that of Christ, your great example. In these 
and other ways try to discover the bent of your 
character, and where most you fail in your 
daily walk. But take heed : make not this 
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duty either a form or a bondage. Be humbled, 
but not discouraged. Be not dispirited by what 
you discover, but let your short-comings lead 
you oftener to Christ. Make much of the four 
precious sentences read after the Absolution; 
beginning, ''Hear what comfortable words 
our Saviour Christ saith to all that truly turn 
to Him," viz. : Matt. xi. 28, John iii. 16, 1 Tim. 
i. 15, 1 John ii. 1. Fall back on such assu- 
rances, whatever be your fears; they remind 
you that the table is spread for sinners, and not 
for those who deem themselves righteous. 

At the time of the Commimion, believe that 
Christ according to His promise is veiy nigh. 
Meeting in obedience to Christ's last command. 
Matt, xviii. 20, is a word doubly suitable. 
Becall your sins, and think how they have 
grieved the Saviour; recall His faithful pro- 
mises, and lean with simple faith upon them. 
Think upon Christ's words on the cross. His 
sufferings and agony both of mind and body. 
His pierced side. His glorious resurrection and 
ascension. Though but few may join with you, 
yet be not discouraged at this, but think of 
that great Commimion, the marriage supper of 
the Lamb, where all true communicants will 
sit down together with Chirst. 

If you have time, take your Bible and 
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turn to a few suitable passages, ap Is. liii.; 
Luke vii. 37 — 50; John xv. 13; Gal. ii. 20; 
Eph. V. 1, 2 ; Eev. i. 5, 6 ; vii. 9 — 17. A verse 
or two of a Christian hymn may likewise help 
you, such ; 



"When I survey the wondrous cross," etc. ; 
or, 

*' Just as I am, without one plea," etc. ; 
or, 

''Sweet the moments rich in blessing," etc. 

Moreover, you might pray for those who join 
with you ; where the number is but small, you 
might do this individually ; where it is larger, 
you might name before God those known to 
you, and the rest more generally. This will 
aid you in remembering that all are one in 
Christ, and that one great purpose of the Com- 
munion is to knit His people together in bonds 
of holy love and fellowship. 

At the time of receiving the bread and wine, 
be very carefiil not to direct your attention to 
these outward symbols, hut set your mind on the in- 
visible realities which they shadow forth. Fix the 
eye of the soul steadfastly on Christ, and rejoice 
in Him. Eejoice in His love. Bejoice that His 
sufferings are for ever past, but that the benefit 
abides. Bejoice in Him as at that very moment 
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pleading -mui cause in His own glorified body, 
fit the Facer's right hand. 

And when all is over, when you and those who 
have joined with you have separated and gone to 
your various homes, remember whose you are. 
Remember how watchfully you should live. The 
Communion ought not to be a holy season, apart 
from the rest of your life, but that which gives 
a colour and a tone to it all. It ought to aSbrd 
motive and strength, that you may the more 
glorify your Father in heaven. Carry back 
with you into the world the recollection that 
you are not to live as others, but you are to be 
a piece of God's leaven, to leaven those around. 
Take care that those in your own house see 
your religion in everjrthing you say and do. The 
rubs of common life, its annoyances, its snares 
will immediately begin to act upon you, but 
there is One ever at your side. Lean upon His 
arm, go forth in His strength. His sufficiency 
will meet your insufficiency, His gracious power, 
your weakness and instability. Thus in His 
strength you shall conquer : you shall walk in 
His footsteps, and honour His holy name on 
earth, and at last see His fEu^e, and shine in 
His likeness above. 
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Prayer. 

• 

Lord Jesus Christ, I thank Thee for Thy 

tender love in giving Thyself for my sins ; I 
thank Thee, likewise, that Thou hast appointed 
Thy Supper as a pledge of Thy love, to our 
^eat and endless comfort. Help me to obey 
aright Thy last command. I am not worthy to 
gather up the crumbs under Thy table, yet I 
"would come, for Thou hast bidden me. give 
me a prepared heart. Give me a heart to 
liunger and thirst after Thee. Then evermore 
feed me with Thyself, the living bread. Satisfy 
my conscience by a reliance on Thine atoning 
blood. Satisfy my warmest affections by the 
assurance of Thy love. Satisfy my hopes with 
realizing anticipations of Thy glory. Fill every 
cranny and nook of my soul from Thine over- 
flowing bounty and grace. And when I have 
been at Thy table, let those around me take 
knowledge that " I have been with Jesus." 
Clothe me with Thine own beauty, — ^the beauty 
of holiness and love, through the Spirit. Let 
the desire of my soul ever be toward Thee. May 

1 remember Thee daily and hourly, when I rise 
up, and when I lie down; with friends, and 
when alone. Lord, glorify Thyself in me, 
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and prepare me to dwell with Thee in the 
Father's house. Kegard these my humble 
petitions, blessed Saviour, and do fbr me 
exceeding abundantly above all I ask or think, 
for Thine own name's sake. Amen. 

For ever here my rest Bhall be, 

Close to Thy bleeding side ; 
This all my hope and all my plea, — 

For me the Saviour died. 

My dying Saviour and my God, 

Fountain for guilt and sin, 
Sprinkle me ever with Thy blood. 

And cleanse, and keep me clean. 

Wash me, and make me thus Thine own : 

Wash me, and mine Thou art : 
Wash me, but not my feet alone. 

My hands, my head, my heart. 

The atonement of Thy blood apply, 

Till faith to sight improve ; 
Till hope in full fruition die, 

And all my soul be love. 



vn. 

THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN ON 
HIS WATCH-TOWER. 

In rebuilding the waJls of Jerusalem, Nehe- 
miah's workmen combined a triplet of duties— 
-watching, working, praying. With a weapon 
in the one hand they watched against their 
foes ; with a trowel in the other they laboured 
at their work ; with a heart toward heaven 
they prayed to their God. 

The servants of Christ must do likewise : it 
is the Master's own teaching. " Take ye heed, 
watch and pra/y, for ye know not when the time 
is. For the Son of man is as a man taking a 
far journey, who left his house, and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every man his 
work, and commanded the porter to watch.'* 
(Mark xiii. 33, 34.) On the first of these duties 
let me here address a few words of counsel to. 
young Christians, and reserve the two latter 
for the following chapter. 

Watch against sin. You have three great 
foes whom you are pledged to renounce, — ^the 
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world, the flesli, and the devil ; but Bin is the 
Bpear or the arrow by which alone any one of 
them can injure you : therefore, if you watch 
against sin, you watch against all. 

Be on your guard, because of the hidden 
peril of sin. The bird discerns not the net set 
for her destruction, nor the fish the curved 
hook beneath the tempting bait. Alike unseen 
at the time is the danger by which the sinner 
is afterwards overtaken. What did Eve know 
of the untold wretchedness that would follow 
her disobedience ? or the Israelites, led into sin 
by Moabitish women, of the thousands that 
would be slain that very day ? or, when they 
murmured, of the serpents that would destroy 
them? Little did Gehazi, carrying away the 
talents and the raiment, foresee the leprosy that 
would cleave to him; or Ananias and Sapphira 
imagine the speedy discovery that would follow 
their agreement in falsehood. Nor, my yoimg 
reader, can you tell, when you yield to the Temp- 
ter, when in anything you act against your con- 
science, to what sore evils and miseries it may 
lead. It has been said, "The devil leads the 
sinner down a winding staircase." One step in 
sin leads to another, and that to one still 
lower, and you never know where the final end 
may be. 
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. Before you sin, consider the sorrow of a pos- 
sible repentance. Of course you may hereafter 
repent of the sin you now commit, but will not 
the bitterness of the sorrow connected with it 
far outweigh any pleasure or profit it may give 
you now ? Consider also the woe of a possible 
impenitence. You may repent, but ypu may not. 
And if so, what follows ? What but the worm 
that dieth not, and the fire that is not quenched ? 

In watching against sin, be careful never to 
act the part of the Tempter. Bitter must have 
been the remembrance of his own crafty per- 
suasiveness, when the old prophet of Bethel 
beard of the death of the man of God whom he 
had brought back. And who can tell the bitter 
remorse that may be felt even here, if by any 
word or deed of ours we have turned the scale 
for death in the history of a fellow-maii ? "It 
must needs be that offences come ; but woe to 
that man by whom the offence cometh. ... It 
were better for him that a miUstone were 
hanged about his neck and that he were 
drowned in the depthts of the sea." 

Be equally guarded in never being persuaded 
against your conscience. Clever reasons may be 
suggested for your compliance with the request 
made to you, the advantage it may afford, 
tihe example of others, even Christians, the 
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frailty of youth, the Blightness of the sin, &c.y 
but do not hearken. Hare the courage to say 
''No," and stick to it, and you gain a great 
victory, you are one of God's heroes. " Blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation." 

** Flee youthfol lusts." Mark the expression. 
''Mee" as from a house infected with the 
plague ; flee, as from a serpent whose poison is 
death. In thought, word, and deed be pure, be 
chaste. Say " good bye " for ever to any com- 
panion in whose society you are not safe from 
allusions to evil. Keep Deut from any place 
where there may be danger. Be like Joseph. 
Utterly abhor idl such iniquity. Say, " How 
shall I do this great wickedness and sin against 
God?" 

Shrink from the least approach to profane 
conversation. There is nothing manly about 
such a way of speaking. The noblest spirits 
the world has ever known, have cherished the 
most profoimd reverence for the Most High. 

Watch against pride of every kind. Boasting 
speech, arrogance, self-glorying, little become 
a follower of the Lamb. Be not proud of wit, 
or wealth ; of your person, or bodily strength. 
A very small worm may soon destroy your 
pleasant gourd ; like Jonah's, it may wither in 
a nifirht. More than all other, guard against 
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spiritual pride. Keep on the low ground. Think 
not you have reached a higher standard of. 
knowledge or of grace than others. For this 
reason be not drawn away from the Church of 
your fathers by lofty pretensions of a higher 
degree of spiritual enlightenment and attain- 
ment. These are offcen made by those who speak 
evil of their brethren, but there is much reason 
to fear whether such religion will stand the 
fire. Be you content to walk in the old paths, 
to keep low at Christ's footstool, to love your 
fellow-Christians of every name, and spend 
your life in doing all the good you can. 

Watch against the indulgence of any wrong 
temper. Avoid ruffling your own spirit or dis- 
turbing the comfort of those about you. Be 
not put out if others do not act always as you 
wish. Lay your account for many contrary 
winds ; check yourself at once when you find 
passion rising ; keep it down with a high hand. 
Be not satirical, or suUen, or silent, when some- 
thing is amiss. Try to overcome that pettish- 
ness which is often worse than sudden anger — 
a sitting still for half-an-hour without speaking 
a word; the unkind look, the refusal to be 
pacified, the sharp, curt "y^«," or **«o." Nor 
is it fitting that a Christian should manifest a 
cold, freezing manner. Natural temperament 
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has mucli to do with this ; but surely it is more 
Christ-like to manifest love as well as feel it. 
An icy chilliness deadens sympathy and cuts 
up by the root many of life's purest pleasures. 
It hinders usefulness and puts a stumbling- 
block in the way of young inquirers. Far bet- 
ter is it to live in Italy than Siberia. The warm 
sun of kindness is better every way than the 
frost of harshness and indifference. 

With reference to temper, let me remind you 
to be considerate for the feelings of servants and 
dependents. They are of the same flesh and 
blood as yourself, and you are bound so to 
regard them. None can tell what disquietude 
is caused, and harm done by young people being 
harsh, exacting, or dictatorial to those about 
them. Instead of this, be kindly and forbear- 
ing. Do all you can to make them happy, and 
to win them for Christ. Bemember, a servant 
brought to repentance and faith is a soul saved 
from death, and another jewel in the crown of 
the Bedeemer. 

Keep off the border land between right and 
wrong. Fear the least sin more than the greatest 
suffering. MaintaLa a conscience void of offence. 
Beckon no sin to be a light matter. Little 
acts of dishonesty, of selfishness, of neglect, 
the love of dress, petty deceits, half untruths— 
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who can tell how great the guilt of these things 
in the sight of our Judge ? " Who can under- 
stand his errors ?. Cleanse Thou me from secret 
faults." 

Watch for the Lord's appearing. The right 
position for every Christian is that named by 
the Apostle? "Looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ." **Ye come 
behind in no gift, waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." Apart from all disputed 
questions, the coming of Christ is the great 
object of hope and expectation. Ever has it 
been the cry of His Church, and never should 
it be more so than now, — " Come Lord Jesus, 
come quickly." Though we may rejoice that 
His servants are carrying the Gospel into aU 
lands, though many come from east and west 
to sit down in His kingdom, yet, side by side 
with this, error abounds and imbelief spreads 
wide in nations and in Churches that are called 
by His name. "Well, then, is it that the young 
CSbristian should stand on his watch-tower, 
eagerly looking for that glorious day, as the 
Jewish watchmen would look out for the first 
beams of the rising sun. *'That day" wiU 
reveal much of the mystery of Good's dealings 
with our world, and put an end for ever to all 
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that opposeth itself against the Lord and His 
Christ. The thought of ''that day" will like- 
wise animate 70a to the exerdse of eveiy 
Christian grace and duty. Begarding Christ 
as near at hand, you will guard against all that 
may offend TTia searching eye, you will dili- 
gently employ the talents He commits to you, 
you will be patient in suffering, knowing that 
but a little while and the days of your mourn- 
ing shall be ended. 

Perhaps in nothing will this spirit of watdi- 
i^ilness give plainer guidance than as to the 
Christian's separation from the world. Twice 
does our Lord speak of His own, — "They are 
not of the world even as I am not of the world." 
And so is it written in St. James, — " True reli- 
gion and imdefiled before GK)d and the Father 

is this to keep himself unspotted from 

the world; " and again : ** Know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God ? " 

But the difficult problem is — How can the 
young Christian practically manifest this sepa- 
ration? How far may you mix in general 
society ? "Where can you draw the line between 
one scene of recreation and another? What 
invitations shall you accept, and what decline ? 
What deference is due to the wishes of parents 
when they conflict with your own conscientious 
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scruples ? How may you perform all the social 
duties that pertain to your position in Hfe, and 
yet live in deed and in truth as a citizen of the 
heavenly Zion? These are questions by no 
means easy to be answered. It seems to me 
clearly impossible to lay down any rules that 
will determine all such cases. Each case re- 
quires prayerful consideration and a desire to 
please God and not self. But may not the sub- 
ject of Christ's return afford a clue to direct 
you? 

It is clearly your duty to watch and pray 
always, to have your lamps trimmed, to be 
ready at any hour for the Bridegroom's ap- 
proach. You cannot, therefore, safely frequent 
any scenes where this would be impossible. 

It is likewise your duty never in any company 
to be ashamed of Christ, but to be prepared, 
as occasion may demand, boldly to confess 
His name before men, remembering that only 
thus can you receive the promise that He will 
confess your name at His coming before His 
Father and the Holy angels. If, therefore, 
from any place the name of Christ and the 
subject of religion is banished by common con- 
sent, is that the right position for one who pro- 
fesses to love Him as their Lord and Saviour ? 

It is moreover your duty and privilege, in 
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anticipatioii of the joyful welcome Christ will 
bestow upon the faithful when He appears, 
to rise far above mere morality ; even to live 
as strangers and pilgrims here, to keep your- 
selves in the love of Qtxi, to witness for 
Christ by a very self-denying life, to husband 
time and means, strength of body and spirit, 
to lay out at usury in your Master's service. 
Whatever, therefore, interferes with this, to 
you is sin. " To him that knoweth to do good 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin." If, therefore, 
by late hours you turn recreation from its 
proper intention of refreshing you for other 
work, if you thus overtax strength and hinder 
devotion, if you lay out your Lord's money to 
no profit, if you waste your substance in dress 
or luxury, are you not sinning against Christ, 
and marring the effectiveness of your service 
for Him? 

" Consider what I say^ and the Lord give thee 
understanding in all things." " The end of all 
things is at hand : be ye therefore sober, and 
watch imto prayer." '* Blessed are those ser- 
vants, whom the Lord when He cometh shall 
find watching ; verily I say unto you, He shall 
gird Himself and make them to sit down to 
meat, and will come forth and serve them." 
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Prayer. 



O Gk)D, my Father in Christ, I come to ask Thee 
for a watchful spirit. Teach me to avoid the very 
least approach to evil.- Give me a tender con- 
science. Keep me from every wrong temper and 
disposition. Keep me from sin in thdught, word, 
or deed. I ask Thee also to prepare me for 
the great day of Christ's appearing. May I 
cast off the works of darkness, and put on the 
armour of light. May I purify myself, through 
Thy Spirit, even as Christ is pure. And my 
Pather, keep me from all the snares and allure- 
ments of this present world. Keep me far from 
the brink of danger, and very near to Thyself. 
In all doubtful matters give me heavenly wis- 
dom, that I may know what things I ought to 
do, and give me grace faithfully to perform the 
same. When this world and all within it shall 
be destroyed, grant that I may be found 
amongst Thine elect, safe in Thy kingdom for 
ever. Hear me, my Father, and fulifil all 
my petitions, for Jesu's sake. Amen. 



Yrn. 

WORK AND PEAT. 

"Work and Pray." One who lately Tisited 
the inventor of the needle gun, tells lis that he 
noticed these words as a motto over the door of 
his house, and that he conld see they were 
words carried out in the life of this now £amons 
Prussian. Be it so in your life, my young 
reader. It will be no lost life, however brief, 
if you endeavour thus to act. 

WbrL Whatever be your position, you have 
work to do ; there are to be no idlers in this 
busy world. Bead the book of Pi^verbs. See 
how often Solomon rebukes the slothful : " He 
that is slothful in his work, is brother to him 
that is a great waster." " Slothfulness casteth 
into a deep sleep ; and an idle soul shall suffer 
hunger." Satan yet finds work for those who 
find none for themselves. Idleness breeds and 
fosters numberless sins. 

In reference to the work you have to do, 
consider tJie great aim and ohject you should set 
v«^^«^ you. 



VOBE AITD PEAY. 87 

Avoid here two mistakes^ one on either hand, 
Hegard not merely the present life. Look not 
upon it as of first importance to be the world's 
idol, to win its praise, to court its smile, to daz- 
zle its votaries, to take a high place at an 
examination, to stand well in the tripos or the 
class list, or to gain as much as possible of the 
world's honied or golden stores. Remember 
there are those who lose all, and yet ^ain all ; 
who have never attained beyond the lowest step 
on the ladder of earthly distinction, and who yet 
will stand very high when all present things 
have passed away. 

Yet avoid the opposite mistake. Some few 
very zealous young Christians fall into it. 
"Whilst you rightly look chiefly to the higher 
concerns of eternity, forget not that claims and 
duties for the present world devolve upon you. 
Your constant desire should be to serve Christ 
most usefully in the sphere in which He has 
placed you on earth, and then to enjoy His 
presence for ever in heaven. 

Then bear in mind that all the ordinary 
duties of life are to be regulated by Christian 
principle. Bead the Epistles of Peter and 
Paul, and mark how the very commonest duties 
are referred to. Even the slave is to endeavour 
so to do his work as to please Christ. 
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Tour work may lie cMefly amongst common 
things. It may be in the office, in the shop, or 
on the land, or it may consist in duties carried 
on within your own home. These are none of 
them small matters. Let your religion shine 
forth in them, and through them. Be tho- 
roughly painstaking, honest, and trustworthy. 
Be a Joseph, a Daniel, faithful in all things. 
Give no occasion to the enemies of the Gospel 
to speak evil of it on your account. 

But, it may be, you have not yet launched 
forth upon the great sea of life. Your pre- 
sent work may be ^ training for the future, 
a preparation for whatever path God may open 
out before you. Nor can anything demand 
greater effort and attention. Education is the 
calling forth of all the powers of the mind; 
it is likewise the gathering together mate- 
rials for thought, which may be of inestimable 
value in any walk of life. Therefore, throw 
heart and soul into your studies, only keeping 
uppermost the desire to approve yourself to 
God. Lay by a store of every kind of know- 
ledge. " The wisdom of the Egyptians " will 
not be profitless even in the service of the Sanc- 
tuary. Whatever you gain now may be laid 
under contribution hereafter. Language, sci- 
oT^no history, biography, travels, even occa- 
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fiional light reading, if it be of the right sort, 
— ^all may be helpful to you. 

Be very jealous over the employment of your 
time. It is more precious to you than the gold 
of Ophir. Waste none of it. Do not rob the 
fitudy for the playground, the croquet-ground, 
the cricket field, or the river. Let not the best 
hours of the day be lost. Yet grudge not the 
time needful for healthy recreation. Heartily 
join in it with your companions, and show that 
none is happier than the true Christian. 

In all branches of study, make the ground swre 
beneath you/r feet. Master thoroughly what you 
begin. Be content to read less, rather than 
gain a merely superficial knowledge on many 
subjects. Thiok too of the old proverb — " no 
pcdns, no gains." It is true here if anywhere. 
Therefore do your very best. "We are told of 
JSir Joshua Eeynolds, that he never began a 
portrait without a determination that it should 
excel all his previous efforts. He kept the 
truth ever before him, that no great work could 
be produced unless head and hand were some- 
times put to a strain. Working in such a spirit, 
what rich gains would you find, what solid ac- 
quirements in knowledge would you make! 
The money spent upon your education would 
not be thrown away. It would be richly re- 

hh 
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paid, should your life be spared, in your after 
success and usefulness. 

It may be well to add here, do not neglect 
mental training after leaving school. Many a 
girl could find hours each day for laying stone 
after stone upon the edifice of knowledge, which 
has cost so much in previous years. Do not let 
it fall into decay. However occupied some read- 
ers may be, you can yet find, if you will, spare 
hours, or at least spare minutes, for this work. 

But it is necessary to pass from these secidar 
topics. Christ bids you not only do all ordinary 
work for Him, but calls you to labour directly 
for the welfare of others, and for the setting up 
of His kingdom. He says, " Son,* go work 
to-day in my vineyard." He Himself went 
about " doing good," and so should you. Doors 
of usefulness are open on every side, and Christ 
can find work suitable for the capacity of each 
one. Possibly one reader might engage in 
visiting the sick or the whole, another might 
assist in training the young, another might col- 
lect for Mission work at home or abroad. Is it 
too much to hope that some might feel within 
a call to take their place in the vanguard of the 
army of Christ, and give up life, and all, them- 
selves to carry the Gospel banner into heathen 
lands ? If so many are prepared to go forth 
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in the Civil service, are there none who are 
willing in this far higher service, to go forth to 
minister the bread of life to myriads that are 
ready to perish ? 

One word to those who desire to work in 
Christ's vineyard. Put yourself into His hand, 
to be used by Him as He will. Be it your 
prayer, " Lord, make me a vessel unto honour, 
very useful in Thy service." Be willing ever 
to take the lowest place. Be quite content to 
be only like the Nethinim of old, — a hewer of 
wood and drawer of water, in the service of the 
Lord. " He that will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant." And watch against 
personal feelings interfering with your work. Do 
not let some little piqice come in and prevent 
your harmony with fellow- workers. You might 
wish for a different district to visit, or a higher 
class in the Sunday-school, or some change in 
the arrangements, but let no such thought 
make you leave the niche where God has placed 
you. 

Labour on in the assurance that Christ Him- 
seK is near to bless you. Nor shall any work 
done in the right spirit fail of its reward. 
Touching are the words inscribed on a statuette 
given by our Queen to her grandson, in memory 
of the late Prince Consort : — 
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*« Walk as lie walked, in faith and righteoosneBS, 
StriTe as he gtroTe» the weak and poor to aid ; 
Seek not thyself, bat other men to bless, — 
So win like him a wreath th&t will not fade." 

The Lord knoweth the hearts of the eliildren 
of men, and doubtless those who strive, out of 
love to Him, to diminish the world's woe, to 
succour the needy, and to save the souls for 
whom He died, shall receive the crown of glory 
that fadeth not away. 

But the young Christian must also pray. 

" Work and pray." Not one without the 
other. "Work without prayer will one day 
prove to have been fruitless toil. " Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it." 

Likewise, " Watch and pray." All our watch- 
fulness will not keep the enemy at a distance, 
unless Christ watch also. " Except the Lord 
keep the city the watchman waketh biit in vain." 

Watch, as if on that alone 
Hung the issue of the day, 
Pray that help may be sent down : 
Watch and pray. 

The value of prayer to the young disciple of 
the cross is altogether beyond the power of any 
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words to express. Without it, what are you 
but a defenceless soldier in an enemy's country, 
a pilgrim through dangerous wiLds, and none 
near to help ? With it, you have by your side 
the Lord God Almighty, His wisdom to guide. 
His arm to uphold. His love to comfort you. 

Consider how great is the mercy that you are 
permitted to pray. That we are allowed to 
draw nigh to the very footstool of the Divine 
Majesty, and there present our petitions with 
the assurance that not one shall be disregarded, 
is something so exceedingly blessed, that were 
it not for the deep-rooted ungodliness of our 
evil hearts, we should at aU times rejoice in 
so great a privilege. Say not "I must pray," 
though this is true ; raiiier say to yourself as 
you bend the knee, "Thank God, I moAf pray. 
Christ has opened to me a door of access ; His 
name, His blood. His intercession is my all- 
sufficient plea; shall I not come boldly, and 
come frequently to the throne of grace, that I 
may receive the blessings my Father waits to 
bestow?" 

Oh that we knew more of the joy and sweet- 
ness of prayer, and of the benefits arising from 
it! 

With respect to prayer, study well the Gospel 
of St. Luke. Mark there the Lord's example 



94 irOBK AHD FRAT. 

as ike Man of Prayer specially biongbt out. 
Luke iii. 21 ; iv. 42 ; y. 16 ; tL 12 ; ix. 18, 28 ; 
zi. 1 ; xxii. 41 — 45 ; xxiiL 34, 46. Mark like- 
wise in this GkMspel, three parables on prayer, 
not found elsewhere, setting forth the necessity 
of importunity, continuance, and humility, to 
be exercised at the meny-seat. Luke xi. ; xviii. 

Be not deterred from prayer hy the preseMe of 
others. Be alone, if you can; if you cannot, let 
not false shame persuade you to neglect a 
solemn approach to your Father's throne. In 
the presence of your companions, as Daniel 
did with the eyes of his enemies upon him, 
kneel down and pray. Gbreat may be the bless- 
ing to them as also to yourself. A young lad 
at a boarding school near London, slept in the 
same room with five others. The first night 
he alone knelt down. When he arose, he quietly 
asked the rest, if they did not themselves pray, 
that they would not disturb him by talking. 
Before a week had passed, the example of one 
had influenced alL They would each one kne^ 
down for a few moments before they went to 
rest. He who set the example, after a short 
Missionary career in India, has passed to his 
rest, testifying to the enjoyment of perfect 
peace since Jesus had washed all his sins away. 

Neither be deterred from prayer by feeling 
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at any time wearmess, or inability^ or indispo- 
sitioii for it. Most desirable is it that usually 
you should pour out your heart in your own 
words, but if at any time you cannot do this, use 
some short form, or a few of our Collects, or the 
25th or 51st Psalm, and try to throw your heart 
into whatever petitions you thus offer. Far better 
is this than ever omitting your accustomed 
season of devotion. 

Try to carry out the four extensions of prayer 
named by St. Paul. 

Fray in everything, (Phil. iv. 6.) In things 
temporal and in things spiritual, as to present 
wants and future anxieties, for the forgiveness of 
sins and for the graces of the Spirit ; in all these 
things make known your requests to the Father. 

Prtvy on hehalf of all men. (1 Tim. ii. 1.) Take 
a wide range. Follow the spirit of our Litany. 
Pray for individuals, for families, for congre- 
gations, for Churches, for countries, for the 
wide world. Pray for relations, for those in 
authority both in Church and State, for the 
afficted, for the ignorant, for the ungodly. 
Pray for a larger supply of faithful men to 
serve God in the ministry of His Church. Pray 
that the borders of Christ's kingdom may be 
enlarged, and ''that His continual pity may 
cleanse and defend His Church." 
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Pray in aU places. (1 Tim. ii. 8.) Wherever 
your lot may be cast, thence the arrow of be- 
Ueying prayer can penetrate within the veil. 
Wherever your foot may tread, in your cham- 
ber, or in your garden, along the road, in the 
railway carriage, or on the deck of a ship, God 
is there ready to hear you. Pray, pray every- 
where. 

Pray at all times, (1 Thess. v. 17.) Morning, 
evening, noonday, seven times a-day, or seventy 
times seven, pray on, never grow weary, never 
cease. 

A recent biographer of the Apostle of Ireland 
has made mention of his unwearied prayer- 
ftilness. St. Patrick was employed when he 
came to Ireland in tending cattle daily; but 
was every day frequent in prayer. Thus, he 
says, the love and fear of God and faith in- 
creased so much, and the spirit of prayer so 
grew upon him-, that often in a single day he 
would say a hundred prayers, and in the night 
almost as many, so that he frequently arose to 
prayer in the woods and mountains before day- 
light, in snow, and frost, and rain: **and I 
felt no evil" he adds, *' nor was there any indo- 
lence in me, because, as I now see, the Spirit 
was burning within me." 
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O JesuB ! Lord of heavenly grace, 
Thou brightness of Thy Father's face ! 
Thou fountain of eternal light, 
Whose beams disperse the shades of night ! 

Come, Holy Sun of heavenly love. 
Shower down thy radiance from above ; 
And to our inward hearts convey 
The Holy Spirit's cloudless ray. 

May faith, deep-rooted in the soul. 
Subdue our flesh, our minds control : 
May guile depart, and discord cease. 
And all within be joy and peace. 

hallowed be each passing day ! 
Let meekness be our morning ray. 
And faithful love our noonday light. 
And hope our sunset, calm and bright. 

O Christ, with each returning mom 
Thine image to our hearts be borne ; 
may we ever clearly see 
Our Saviour and our God in Thee. 



IX. 

PARTING WORDS. 

It has been my earnest desire and prayer in 
writing these pages, to give you, my young 
reader, some little help on your heavenward 
course. I write as a brother, knowing by 
experience some of your difficulties and temp- 
tations. I write as one engaged in the same 
conflict, and beset with the same enemies. Yet, 
whilst desiring to press forward myself, I would 
fain, if I could, stretch out a hand to aid and 
strengthen you. As Moses once spake to Hobab, 
so would I say to you, — "We are journeying 
unto the place of which the Lord hath said, I 
will give it you : come thou with us, and we 
will do thee good, for the Lord hath spoken 
good concerning Israel." May I then very 
earnestly ask you, as in the presence of 
God, to lay to heart whatever in these 
pages may be of profit to your soul. Lay not 
this book aside affcer a single perusal : regard 
it as a friend, a companion who would often 
speak to you a word of counsel. With much 
prayer that the Spirit of Truth would open out 
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to you whatever of God's truth it contains, 
Btrive to recollect and practise its yarious 
lessons. 

A few parting words, and I have done. 

A word to those who are strangers to Christ. 
Without Christ, what can life bring but dis- 
appointment ? What dangerous snares is the 
g^eat adversary ever placing in your way, and 
if Christ be not with you, who can say into how 
deep a pit Qf wretchedness you may fall, even 
in this life, as the finiit of your own sin ? Who 
has not heard of one in Ihe Eastern Counties, 
and what came to him as the consequence of 
his own folly, — ^what a fair estate he lost, what 
a life he lived, what a deo^th he died 1 Had he 
only been guided by the fear of God, how great 
must have been the contrast ! Assuredly wild 
ooitSj sown in the thoughtlessness of early life^ cannot'* 
he gathered up again, and too often bring a harvest 
of disease, of ruin, of death. 

But suppose you avoid all this extreme 
misery : as a favoured child of this world you 
may gain the highest prizes in life ; but what 
then — what then? Without Christ the end is 
far worse than a blank. To die thus, it were 
far better for you never to have been bom. 
*' What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul ? " 



100 PABTnra wobds. 

The I088 of friendB is much. 

The loss of life is more ; 
The loss of Christ is such 

As nothing can restore. 

Oh, that I might plead with you, ere it be 
too late, that you would not forsake your own 
mercies ! Who shall tell the incalculable loss 
of a wasted lifetime ? To pass on through the 
stages of early life, fifteen — twenty — thirty 
years gone without thought, without prayer, 
the heart hardening, the conscience becoming 
seared, opportunities flitting by, one companion 
after another called to their account, but you 
still living in your sin and unbelief. Who shall 
tell the fearful peril of such a course ? 

You giddy, thoughtless girl, you can laugh, 
and dance, and be merry ; you can look forward 
for days or weeks to some expected entertain- 
ment; you can go over again and again the 
favourite song, that you may not be behind- 
hand on that evening : why will you cast away 
the purer joys of Christ's love, why will you 
forget to prepare for a higher scene, why neg- 
lect to learn the new song which you might 
sing in the presence of the Lamb ? 

Why should you fear youth's draught of joy, 
If pure, would sparkle less ? 

Why should the cup the sooner cloy 
That God hath deigned to bless ? 
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You wild, prayerless youtli, you imagine to 
yourseK life a paradise; you build many an 
airy castle of bright hopes and expectations, 
have you no time to think of that true Paradise 
which you might enjoy? Have you no time 
to think of that city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God ? 

Only consider your true position. Let but some 
sharp blast of withering disease sweep over you, 
let but the stroke of some unlocked for accident 
come upon you, and where are you ? What if 
the corruptible body lie silent in the tomb, 
wrapped in its winding-sheet, but the soul be 
found without covering, without shelter, ex- 
posed for ever to the hot, scorching blasts of 
God's fiery wrath and displeasure ? Stand you 
not even now on the edge of a deep, xmfathom- 
able abyss of dark despair ? Oh stay ! this very 
hour compel your reluctant heart to think — 
What am I ? Where am I ? Saved or unsaved? 
Nigh to God, or far away, a stranger an exile, 
a rebel ? Which am I ? Which am I now ? 

Gt) to the root of the matter ; look well to the 

foundation. On what is your hope resting? 

Is it anything in your own life or character, or 

is it on the stone laid in Zion ? And what does 

your hope do for you ? Does it make you love 

Gt>d, and hate sin, and crucify the flesh, and 
ii 
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OTercome the world ? Perhaps yon know weU 
that you are not right. Ton dare not face death 
or judgment; yon are not prepared to meet 
yonr Qod. If so, will yon grant me one re- 
quest ? The first quiet half-hour that you can 
spare, will you think over the days that are 
past, and the sins of which a voice within re- 
minds you? WiU you then kneel down and 
name them one by one before Grod ? will you 
confess to Him that you have been living all 
your life ungrateful for His tender love, and 
will you beseech Him to cleanse you perfectly 
from every stain in the blood of His Son, and 
to renew your heart in love and holiness by 
His Holy Spirit ? Only do this in sincerity and 
truth, and this would not be your last prayer, 
but God would teach you again and again to 
call upon His name. He would direct you in 
His way, and put His fear within your heart. 
He would mark you with His own seal, and 
you should rejoice that He hath loved you. 

But let me add a word to such as already 
know and love the Saviour. If this be so, 
thrice blessed are ye. Blessed, in that the 
dread consequences of your sin have been re- 
moved, — blessed, in that you have such a 
Friend, — ^blessed, in that a home above is pre- 
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pared for you. If you win Christ, what can be 
amieys ? Though all else fail, though your plans 
for the future come to nothing, though health 
and wealth depart, though pleasant pictures of 
domestic happiness fade away, yet be of good 
cheer, ye have all in Christ. Your losses will 
all prove to be gains, your sorrows shall usher 
in everlasting joys. 

And though as yet it may be with you but 
the day of smaU. things, though you have many 
fears, though you cannot yet rejoice in the fuU 
consolations of heavenly love, yet in prayer and 
diligence, and holy walking, follow on to know 
the Lord. His light shall yet shine upon you, 
and disperse all the darkness that still lingers 
around your path. 

A Eussian lady, Madame Swetchin6, tells 
in striking words of the Lord's dealings with 
her in thus leading her forward, till the full 
beams of the Sun of Eighteousness shone 
upon her heart. " My God, I did not always 
know Thee, I did not always love Thee; but 
it is now a long time since Thou didst come to 
me, and didst touch my heart, for Thou didst 
desire that I should love Thee. It was first a 
little light, which has become a great sun ; a 
grain of mustard seed, which has become a 
great tree, under whose shade I live. For a 
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time, O m J Gk>d — a time I cannot now conoeiTe 
of— Thou waat everywher©, as Thou art now, 
and I saw Thee nowhere. At last I began to 
see Thee amid a crowd of objects, which yet 
constantlj hid Thee from my sight, till at last 
Thou didst seem to rise aboTO them all. I saw 
Thee — ^Thy Divine form, All-mercifaL One, bear- 
ing outrages — ^the butt of many darts ! Then 
Thy heavenly beauiy , and the bitterness of Thy 
foes, touched me. At first I often turned my 
eyes on Thee, then oftener still ; at last I could 
take them off from gazing on Thy face no more, 
but that dear sight was mixed with all else I 
saw. I had reached this point, and thought to 
stop there, when so it happened — ^I cannot tell 
how — ^that one day, one hour, I saw but Thee 
alone. 0, my God, it was when beside Thee, 
all that was not of Thee seemed to me struck 
with yanity and bitterness, that at last the poor 
sheep knew its true Shepherd." 

Be encouraged then, though the light as yet 
be dim. '^ light is sown for the righteous, and 
gladness for the upright in heart." Think 
often of the Father's house. Eemember that 

You nightly pitch your moving tent 
A day's march nearer home. 

An African woman not long ago fell asleep in 
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Jesus, after many years of Immble, consistent 
pieiy. From lier dying lips there fell a word 
that thrilled through and through the hearts 
of those around her bed. Speaking of the 14th 
chapter of St. John's Gt)spel, with the utmost 
solemnity she said, ^*JSeavfin he far, very far 
from the wicked, hut near, very near to the rigkt- 
eousy 

Ponder these words. Think how soon, per- 
haps much sooner than you think, you may 
come to the bright inheritance of the Saints 
above. But if between you and that land there 
yet lie many miles of dreary desert to be trod- 
den, be not weary. *' A thousand years in Thy 
sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and 
as a watch in the night." Fill up the measure 
of Christ's sufferings ; as a member of His body 
bear patiently your daily cross. To quote the 
words of the same dying believer, " You have 
work to do. See Jesus near you, hold on — 
patience : without patience ^no man can see 
the kingdom of God." 

Oh, think of that crown of life which the 
Master has promised. Lift up your head in 
joyful hope. The glory that appertains to that 
crown fadeth not away. 

But a short while ago have we seen a great 
empire shorn of its greatness, and he who ruled 
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it coihpelled to yield up his fairest prcmnoe to 
the domimon of another. But he who reigns 
with Christ is secure in all the gloiy that is 
granted to him. Our King must reign till all 
enemies lie crushed beneath His feet, and His 
people therefore can never lose the kingdoni 
which He bestows. 

" Now unto Him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy : 
To the only wise Qt)d our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever." Amen. 

Come, brothers, let us onward, 
Night comes without delay, 
And in this howling desert, 

It is not good to stay ; 
Take courage and be strong, 
We are hasting on to heaven ; 
Strength for warfare will be given, 
And glory won ere long. 

The Pilgrim's path of trial 
We do not fear to view ; 
We know His voice who calls us. 

We know Him to be true. 
Then let who will contemn. 
But, strong in His almighty grace. 
Come, every one, with steadfast face, 
On to Jerusalem I 
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Come, gladly, let us onward, 

Hand in hand still go, 
Each helping one another 

Through all the way below. 
One family of love, — 
Oh, let no voice of strife be heard, 
No discord, by the angel-guard 
Who watch us from above. 

Oh, brothers ! soon is ended 
The journey weVe begun ; 
Endure a little longer. 

The race will soon be run. 
And in the land of rest, — 
In yonder bright, eternal home. 
Where all the Father's loved ones come, 
We shall be safe and blest. 

Then, boldly let us venture, 

This, this is worth the cost ! 
Though dangers we encounter. 

Though everything is lost. 
Oh, world, how vain thy call I 
We foUow Him who went before. 
We foUow to th* eternal shore 
Jesus, our aU in aU ! 
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Antique binding, 3s. 

Songs in Suffering; or, the Voice of Trust and Praise in 
Sickness and Sorrow. Collected and Arranged by the 
Rev. W. 0. Purton, B.A., Author of •* Trust in Trial." 
F'cap 8vo., upon toned paper, and in emblematic cloth, 
3s. Gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 

JPleasant Sundays with my Cliildren ; or, *' Here a Little and 
there a Little." Containing the Animals, Birds, Insects, 
Reptiles, Fishes, Flowers, Trees, and Precious Stones 
of the Bible. By the author of " Ethel Wood ville," etc 
With many Illustrations. In F'cap 8vo., extra cloth. 68. 

Episcopal Vows. What Do they Mean ? A Letter to the 
Lord Bishop of St. David's, on his recent Endorsement 
of the alleged Infidelity of John Stuart Mill, Esq., M.P. 
By the Rev. James Mortimer Sanger, B.A., Senior 
Curate of Swansea. Post 8vo., 112 pp. One Shilling. 

Ourselves: A picture sketched from the History of the Children 

of Israel. By Brownlow North, B.A., Magdalen Hall, 

Ozon; Registrar for the Diocese of Winchester and 

Third ed. CI. bds., 2s. 6d. ; antique binding, 38. 



23, HoUes Street^ Cavendish Square, 

2hy hy Day; or, Counsels to Christians on the Details of 
Every Day Life. By the Rev. George Everard, M.A., 
Vicar of Framaden, Suffolk. With Introduction, by the 
Eev. T. Vores, M.A., Incumbent of St. Mary's, Has- 
tings. F*cap 8vo., extra cloth, 3s. ; gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 
Second edition. 

Readings for Visitors to Workhouses and Hospitals. Intended 
chiefly for the Sick and Aged. By Louisa Twining. 
Dedicated to Mrs. Tait, the Palace, Fulham. Crown 8vo« 
Extra cloth, 6s. 

BoptUm : its Institution, its Privileges, and its Responsibili- 
ties. By the Rev. J. H. Titcomb, M.A., Incumbent of 
St. Stephen's, S. Lambeth. Crown 8vo. 310 pp. 5s. 

First Fruits unto the Lord, A Memorial of E. R., a Bible 
Woman of St. Alban's. By the Rev. Henry Smith, 
M.A., Incumbent of Christ Church, St Alban's. With 
Portrait. Square ISmo. Is. 

The Fruits of tJie Spirit ; together with Fragments of Chris- 
tian Ethics. By Frederick Barry, M.A., Minister of 
St Saviour's, Fitzroy Square. Dedicated by permis- 
sion to the Archbishop of Dublin. 2s. 6d. 

ITiS Christian Ordinances considered in their Scriptural Sim- 
plicity. By the Rev. A. H. Synge, Incumbent of St. 
Peter's, Ipswich. F'cap Svo. Cloth, 3s. 

The Reality and Eternity of the Future Funishment of the 
Wicked, By the Rev. W. Harrison, M.A. In tinted 
wrapper, 3d. 

The Articles, Liturgy, and Subscription, By P. F. O'Malley, 
Esq., Q.C. In tinted wrapper, 3d. 

The Breadth, Freeness, and yet Fxclusiveness of the Gospel 
By the Rev. Edward Hoare, M.A., Incumbent of Trinity 
Church, Tonbridge Wells. In tinted wrapper, 3d. 



WUUam Hunt and Company, 

Satred Odeg, Original and Translated. On direni subjcfCfs. 
By the Ber. E. Massie, Bf.A. F'cap 8to., toned paper, 
152 pp., extra cloth, 2b. 6d. 

Laneaahire Needles and Thread; or, The History of Birtley 
Sewing Class. By A. E. G. F»cap 8yo. Cloth, Is. 4d. 

The Triumph of Orace ; or. Scriptural Proofs that God will 
exempt His people from the Judgment which shall Con- 
demn the World. By the Bey. A. H. Synge, Incum- 
bent of St. Peter's, Ipswich. F'cap 8vo. Cloth 28. 6d. 

Lecturee on Some Subjects, Addressed especially to the 
Working Classes. By the Kev. Gordon Calthrop, M.A., 
Incumbent of St Augustine's, Highbury New Park, 
late of Trinity Church, Cheltenham. F*cap Svo., 2s. 6d. 

The Warnings and Encouragements of Passion Week and 
Easter Day : in a course of Sermons. By the Bey. 
Gordon Calthrop, M.A. F'cap Svo. 3s. 

Ihui in Trial; or, Affliction and its Blessings. Medita- 
tions, with Prayers and Hymns, for the Season of 
Sickness. By the Bey. W. 0. Purton, B.A. Is. 6d. 
Extra cloth, antique, 2s. 

Stmes from Memel. Dedicated to the Young. By Mrs, 
Agnes de Havilland (n^e Molesworth). With six 
Illustrations, from designs by Walter Crane. In square 
18mo., extra cloth, gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 

Jnitidl Problems in the Philosophy of Life; or Intellectual 
Exercises for the Family Circle. Upon toned paper, 
square 16mo., antique boards, 5s. 

Clear Shining. A Memoir of Gertrude Mary Acklom. By 
her Mother. With Introduction, by the author of 
"Memorials of Capt. Hedley Vicars." With Portrait 
Second edition. limp cloth. Is. Extra cloth boards. 
Is. 6d. ^ » -» 



28, HoUe$ Street, OavencUsh Square, 

The Some ef Fowrty made JRi&h, A yolnxne of Intemt 
Specially adapted for Mother's Meetings. By Mr& Best, 
author of *' Tracts on the Farables," etc. Second edition. 
F*cap 8yo., with Frontispiece. 2s. 6d. 

I%e Story of Joseph, In verse. For children. By N. T. T. 
Post 8vo. Fancy coyer, Is. ; limp cloth, Is. 6d. 

An Appeal to EvangeUeal Clergymen in Behalf of Liturgical 
Revision, By Chas. Girdlestone, M.A., Hector of Eing- 
Bwinford, Staffordshire ; and sometime Fellow of Baliol 
College, Oxford. Demy 8yo. Is. 

SearUWorh Essential to Personal Religion, By the Bey. 
Christopher Bowen. Square l8mo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Spiritual Songs, (1st and 2nd Series.) Being One Hundred 
Hymns, not to he found in the Hymn Books most com- 
monly used. Selected by the Key. J. C. Byle. 
Series l^Glazed wrapper, 9d. ; cloth, gilt edges, Is. 
Series 2-^Glazed wrapper. Is. ; cloth. Is. 4d. 

Naaman, Twenty-one Short Chapters on the Story of 
Kaaman the Syrian. By Charles H. Bingham, M.A., 
Incumbent of Bamsey, Huntingdonshire. 2s. 

Mary M'Clellan, A Tale for Mothers. By A. M. D. 
Dedicated to the Mothers assembling in Hatfield Street, 
Liyerpool. "With Frontispiece, Is,, cloth. 

Woe Me a Eero t or, Boger Mi]hrook*s Battle in life. With 
Frontispiece. 1 s. 

Suggeetione for District Visitors. An Aid upon entering on 
their Woik. Limp cloth, 6d. ; paper cover, 4d. 

A Letter to the Tresident of the Poor Law Boardy on Work" 
house Infirmaries, By Louisa Twining. 8vq. 6d. 

Frayere for Private Use, By a Lady. Limp doih, Is. 



WiUiam Hunt and Company. 

Gathered Leaves, Twenty-tbree Addresses in large type— 
for the Careless. Uniform with ** Earnest "Words." By 
Brownlow North, B.A., Magdalen Hall, Oxford; Re- 
gistrar of the Diocese of "Winchester and Surrey. Cloth 
binding. 6d. 

By the same Author, 

Feeling J Faith, Prayer, and Practise, "Words for the Anxions. 
Uniform with " Earnest "Words." Large Type. limp 
cloth. 6d. 

Think ! Addresed to the Thoughtless. Uniform witb << Ear- 
nest "Words." Large Type. Limp cloth. 6d. 



The CoUeetsfor the Christian Year, With Selected Passages 
from Holy Scripture, adapted for "Weekly Meditation. 
Dedicated by permission to the Lord Bishop of Litchfield. 
In two Parts. Part I. — from Advent to Easter Day. 
Comprising Thirty-six Sheets. Part IL — ^Easter Day 
to Advent. Each 2s. 

This work is printed on broad.sheets.in large type (half-inch letters), 
attached to rollers, for convenient use in sick-rooms, schools, 
cottages, etc. The design is to show bow closely the Collects in 
the Book of Common Prayer agree with the words and teaching 
of Holy Scripture. 

Scripture Druths; or, the "Way of Salvation set forth in 
Words of Admonition, Counsel, and Comfort. Thirty- 
one sheets; arranged for One Month, on a roller; in 
very large type. "With introduction by the late Bev. 
"William Marsh, D.D. Twentieth Thousand. 2s. 

Hand-booh to " Scripture Truths'* An adaptation of this 
Work as a large-type Manual for the Sick Room and 
District "Visitor. Limp cloth, Is. Quarter bound, 9d. 
Seventieth thousand. 



In post octaTO, price 48. 6d. 
The Churchman Armed, A Course of Lectures on ** The Dis- 
tinctive Protestant Principles of the Church of England." 

SUBJECTS AND AUTHOBS : — 

" The Bible the True Charter of British Liberties." By the 
Bey. Hugh Stowell, M.A. 

" Controversy a Scriptural Duty in Critical Times." By the 
Eev. J. C. Miller, D.D. 

"Christ the only Priest, Altar and Sacrifice." By the Eev. 
W. Fremantle, M.A. 

" The Essentials of Christian Public "Worship as laid down in 
Scripture, Defined and Exhibited." By the Eev. T.B. Birks.M.A. 

**The Christian Minister: his True Position, and the Purpose 
of His Office described." By the Rev. W. Cadman, M.A. 

"The Sacraments Ordained by Christ : their Nature and Inten- 
tion Stated and Guarded." By the Eev. E. Garbett, M.A. 

" The Tendency of Extreme Ceremonialism to promote Super- 
stition, Check True Devotion, and Dishonour the Holy Ghost." 
By the Rev. E. Bayley, M.A. 

" The Scriptural Means by which the True Church of Christ is 
Ordinarily Increased and Built Up." By the Rev. J. Bardsley, M.A. 

Papers for the Times. Crown 8vo. Limp cloth, Is. 6d. ; or 
each Address separately, in tinted cover, 3d. 

SUBJECTS AND AUTHOBS : — 

" Original Sin, and the Effects of Adam's Fall on Man's Posi- 
tion and Character." By the Rev. James Bardsley, M.A. 

"Evidences of Christianity,— how may they be best presented 
to the people with special reference to the Scepticism of the 
present day > " By the Rev. John Richardson, M.A. 

" The Lord's Day,— its Divine Authority and Perpetual Obli- 
gation." By the Rev. W. Cadman, M.A. 

"Foreign Missions,— the measure of their Claim on the 
Church's attention." By the Rev. John Venn, M.A. 

" The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,— its True Intention, 
and Rightful Position in the Church of Christ." By the Rev. 
J. C. Ryle, B.A. 

"The Articles, Liturgy, and Subscription." By P. P. 
O'Malley, Esq., Q.C. 

" The Reality and Eternity of the Future Punishment of the 
Wicked." By the Rev. W. Harrison, M.A. 

"The Breadth, Freeness, and yet Exdusiveness of the GospeL" 
By the Rev. Edward Hoare, M.A. 



WiUiam Htmt and Company, 

The Believet*8 Daily Portion, A Second Series of ** Scripture 
Truths." With Introduction by the late ReT« WiUiam 
Marsh, D.D. Mounted on roller, 20. 

Sand-book to ** Believer* 8 Daily Portion,^ Cloth, Is. ; quarter- 
bound, 9d. 

Daily Teachings from the Words ofJeeue, Unifonii in desigft 
with ** Scripture Truths." With Introdnetioii by the 
late Rev. W. Marsh, D.D. Large type. Is. 

Th9 Band-hooh to ** Daily Teachings,^ ITnifomi with the 
" Hand-book to Scripture Truths." Limp doth. Is. 
Paper cover, 6d. 

Impired Thoughts about God and His People. Selected from 
the Psalms of David. Arranged for one Month. With 
Preface by Miss Catherine M. Marsh. Uniform in de- 
sign with ** Daily Teachings." Price Is. 

Daily Hymns for tJie Month. Selected and Arranged by the 
Bight Rev. the Lord Bishop of Rochester. Printed in 
large type, and attached to a roller, so as to «llow of 
turning over- for daily use throughout the year. 

The Gospel Plan. In easy Texts« and printed in yeiy lax^ 
type. Limp cloth, Is. 



The Christian Advocate and Review. Edited by Clergymen 
of the Church of Englazkd. Published Monthly. 9d. 

Xhe Home Visitor. A Monthly Magazine of Bible aaA 
Chiirch of England Teaching. Illustrated with many 
Engravings. Edited by the Rev. Gordon Cid'diropy 
M.A. Vols. I., II„ and III., cloth boards, 2s. each. 



Cateaoffuea in detail of Tracts and Boohs ntitable for Pareehial 
Diatributian, also on Baptnm, Omfirmationf ami the Lord^a SttppeTf to 
he obtained on wpplicaUon io William MiuU and €< m tft my ,^, MiOUs 
Street, Cavendish Square, London. W, 



